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LECTURES 
ON THE 
ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, AND DISEASES 
OF THE EYE. 
By MR. LAWRENCE, 


London Ophthalmic Infirmary, Moorfields 


Lecture XXIV. 


Amaurosis. 


Gentlemen, 


AMAuROSIS and gutta serena are names 
applied indifferently to those forms of 
bindness, whether partial or complete, 
which result from an affection of the ner- 
vous structure of the eye, whether it be 
seated in the retina, optic nerve, or sen- 
sorium ; or whether this affection be pro- 
duced immediately by vascular conges- 
tion, inflammation, or organic change; 


Suffusion is also a technical term; it is 
employed by Celsus* and other medical 
writers to denote generally an imperfect 
or lost state of vision, whether arising 
from cataract or from affection of the 
nervous structure of the eye; and for the 
present affection he uses the term suffusio 
nigra, on account of the natural dark 
colour of the pupil. 

The retina may be affected exclusively, 
or in common with the other component 
textures of the eye ; it is to the former of 
these cases that the term amaurosis is 








or indirectly by sympathy with other or- 


gins. The word amaurosis is the more | 


| properly applied, for although the eye 


may become amaurotic in other affections, 
as active internal inflammations, and 
others, yet such affections are named 
from the more prominent characters which 
they exhibit. 

The sight may be lost in consequence 
of concussion, or other severe injuries 
to the sensorium, or the eye may become 
amaurotic from injury being done to the 
orbit. Amaurosis, double vision, and 
strabismus, are often the precursors of 
severe affections of the sensorium, as apo- 
plexy or palsy. 

We labour under great disadvantages 
in arriving at a knowledge of the affec- 
tions of the retina, because the seat of 
disease does not come under our imme- 
diate observation, either during the pro- 


general term, and etymologically con-| gress of the affection, or after death.— 
sidered it means obscurity of sight, being | Since amaurosis does not terminate in 
derived trom the Greek word auavpow, to | the destruction of life, we have few op- 
darken, or to make obscure. The term | portunities of ascertaining the morbid 
sulla serena was epplied to this affection | anatomy of the retina; hence the atten- 
from a notion that the ancients had of its | tion of medical observers has been less 
pathology ; they Lad an idea that a hu-| directed to the changes of structure in 
mour, or drop of fluid, was deposited |the retina than to their symptoms, as 
between the pupil and the nervous struc- | impaired vision, defective sight, pain in 
ture of the eye, and destroyed the sight ;| the eye or head, and so forth. Of course 
as the pupil generally retains its clear) you must be aware that these are only 


blackness, they called it the gutta serena ; | and that our notions and 
treatment must be imperfect, until they 
can be founded on a pathological know- 
ledge of the affected texture. The im- 


this term is translated by Milton literally 
into English, he calls it the “ drop serene.” 
In his address to light he says— 


symptoms, 


* but thou 
Revisit’+t not these eyes, that roll in vain a 
To find thy piercing ray, and find nodawn; 
So thick a drop serene hath quonch’d their orbs, 
Ur dim suffusion veil’d.” 


No. 152,—Vol. X.] 





* A similar application of the term is 
made by Lucretius and Pliny. 


20 [July 29, 1826.) 
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paired function is not in itself any proof |the only scientific and successful treat- 
of the nature of the disease; we sliould | ment of amaurotic affections is found to be 
gain very little information respecting any | of a very opposite kind, such as is gene- 


disease of the lungs, or of any other organ, 
if our knowledge were confined to the 
imperfect manner of their performing 
their functions. 

Amaurosis, in its most frequent and im- 
portant form, that which is seated in the 
eye itself, is generally inflammation of 
the nervous structure, including under 
that phrase all degrees of increased vas- 
cular activity, whether designated as full- | 
hess, turgescence, determination, conges- | 
tion, or as inflammation in its more limited 
sense ; and the usual result of inflamma- 
tory disturbance, that is, organic change, 
permanently destroying the function of 
the part. When we advert to the structure 
of the retina, we must suppose that it 
would be liable to such affections; we 
find it composed of minute ramifications 
of the arteria centralis retine, and on 
this net-work of vessels the nervous pulp 
is expanded ; it is a structure of the great- 
est delicacy, and appears to be made up 
of minute ramifications of blood vessels. 
The state of the retina, when examined 
after death, in amaurotic eyes, accords 
with these views; it exhibits those 
changes, which long-continued infamma- 
tory disturbance would prodace ; it has 
been found thickened, opaqne, spotted, 
buff coloured, tough, and in some cases 
even ossified. The retina and optic nerve 
may be disordered sympathctically, as 
the stomach may be disordered without 
any change visitle on dissection. When 
we say that amaurosis ix to be regarded 
essentially as inflammation, you are not 
to expect that every change of function 
of the retina, as displayed in amaurotic 
affections, is attended by actnal change 
in structure ; but, on the whole, im- 
paired vision bears the same rela- 
tion to the retina as other diseases do 
to their respective organs. Now the 
prevailing notion respecting amaurotic | 
affections has been of a different kind ; | 
the idea has been, that it is a disease of | 
debility, that the eye, or its nervous struc 


; ganic. 


rally called the antiphlogistic. 

| Amanrosis generally commences in one 
leye; it attacks one first and then pro- 
ceeds to the other. Amaurosis is, as I 
have already observed, a very general 
term; and under it are included many 
varieties, some of which I consider neces- 
sary to be mentioned to you. Amaurosis 
is divided into recent and confirmed; 


|into partial or imperfect, and complete ; 


into fanctional or sympathetic, and or- 
The latter division woud be im- 
portant, if we had the meaus of making 
it; no person can ascertain whether the 
retina is disordered functionally or not; 
there are some appearances which seem 
to distinguish the functional from the 
sympathetic, but they are very obscure ; 
the distinctions are very imperfect. In- 
deed if we could see the retina, we might 
not succeed in establishing the distinc. 
tion clearly. Ought we to consider a 
distended state of vessels an organic or 
a sympathetic change? Amaurosis has 
been divided again into the perioiical 
and continued ; the former must of course 
be sympathetic, while the latter will pro- 
bably be organic. It has been divided 
into purely local or nervous, and compli- 
cated; the first being supposed to be 
seated in the retina alone, and the other 
accompanied by affection of the other 
textures of the eye, or of other parts of 
the body. It is difficult to separate these 
forms distinctly, as it generally happens 
that when any serions affection of the 
retina occurs, that some other textures 
suffer. Such are the general divisions 
which have been adopted in reference to 
amaurosis. You will find it necessary to 
turn your attention very closely to the 
history of each case; to observe all the 
circumstances which each case may pre- 
sent, in order to arrive at a correct opi- 
nion of the affection. 


Symptoms.—The symptoms of amauro- 
sis are such as are derived from the altered 


It is common for pa- | state of the function of the part, and un- 
tients to express themselves in that way, | der this head you may have every kind of 


tare, is weakened. 


when they find the eye beginning to get |impaired vision ; every kind of defect 
dim; they say that the sight is weakened, | in the perception of objects as to form, 
and there is no better foundation for such | colour, and their relations to each other. 
pathology than the mere opinion which | The patient who has amaurosis generally 
patients have been in the habit of ex-/complains of weakness or dimness ©: 
pressing ; this has induced medical men | sight ; he cannot employ the eye so long 
to believe that there is debility of the|as he used to do; the letters of a book 
optic nerve, and has caused them to form! begin to run into each other, or othe 
their treatment on this conviction. Sti-' evidences of imperfect sight are noti ed. 
mulant means have been resorted to of | In this early and incipient stage of the 
various kinds, without looking to the ; affection, where sight is only partially 
cause of the affection. On the contrary, imperfect, it has been called am)lyopi 
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amaurotica, amanrotic weakness of sight. ' sion, which is the usual seat of impres- 
The varions defects of sight (wvitia visus) | sion, loses its sensibility first; the circum. 
enumerated as distinct diseases, in nosolo- | ference, which is habitually exerted in a 
gicai catalogues, are only to be considered much less degree, does not suffer til! after- 
as amaurotic symptoms, forms of the wards, 

impaired function. Of theseI may men- The progress of amaurosis occupies 
tion to you, visus nebulosus, visus inter- different portions of time in different in- 
ruptus, visus dimidiatus, visus muscarum, | stances; vision may be entirely lost na 
or myodesopia. Floating bodies appearing | few hours, or several months or years may 
before the eye have been called musca elapse before the vision is entirely de- 
volitantes, and when only a single biack stroyed. The progress of the affection, if 
speck is seen, it is called scotoma. Itis | unchecked, is certain, although slow, and 
not unconimon fora patient to see a black it ultimately ends in total blindness, 
speck in the centre of an object, and as) When it has arrived at this stage, there is 
the affection proceeds the opacity in-| a peculiar vacant stare inthe eye, which 
creases in size, becoming larger and larger |is very characteristic of this affection ; 
uotil it covers the field of vision. When when a patient enters a room, he seems 
these objects increase in number, they | to bend his eyes on vacancy ; he fixes them 
furm betore the eye a sort of gauze or | Upon no particular object. This never oc- 
net-work, and that state of vision has | curs in cataract; althongh opacity may 
been called visus reticulatus. Sometimes | exist to a considerable extent, the patient 
objects appear brighter than is natural,| appears to be conscious that the eye is 
and that is called visus lucidus, or photop- | capable of seeing, and never exhibits that 
sia, and occassionally that brightness is so | Vacant stare, with tue eye fixed upon no- 
considerable 4s to produce uneasiness to thing, as is observed in confirmed amau- 
the patient, which is then named photo- | rosis. 
phohia, Isolated objects are seen occa- | The iris and pupil exhibit various 
sionally double, and hence the name | changes in amaurosis. The former be- 
sometimes given to amaurosis of visus comes sluggish, and often, at last, motion- 
duplicatus ; this, however, is generally | leas, and the latter is changed in size, 
the result of strabismus. There is also a torm,and position. It iscommonly stated 
visus coloratus, and a visus defiguratus,| that a dilated pupil and motiouless iris 


from objects being seen of wrong shapes | are symptoms of amaurosis, and such is 
and colours. In particular iustances, the | the usual state in that complete insensi- 
eye affected with amaurosis becomes near | bility of the eye, properly called gutta 
sighted, or far sighted, or as it is termed | serena; but the pupil is sometimes con- 
myopic or presbyopic; a presbyopic state tracted, and you not uncommonly meet 


of the eve is the most common attendant with cases in which this aperture exhibits 
on amaurosis, it is less frequent for the the natural changes of size. The motions 
eye to become myopic in this affection. of the iris become sluggish as the retina 
There are some instancesin which the loses its sensibility, and when that loss 
patient can see only during a part of the is complete, the iris is motionless. Hence 
twenty-four hours, and is blind during the we may state, as a general rule, that the 
other part; he may be able to see very | Sensibility of the retina is impaired in a 
well during the day, but be blind at night, corresponding degree to the imperfect 
the cecitas nacturna, or hemerulopia ; or he | motion of the iris. There are, how ever, 
may be blind during the greater part of] some casesin which the itis retains its pow- 
the day, and able to see only toward the ero! motion, and indeed such casesare not 
approach of night, the cecitas diuena, or, wncommon. There is a boy now atiending 
nyctalopia. These are not distinct dis- this Infirmary, who is so completely amau- 
eases, although from the names affixed t.. | rotic, as to be incapable ot distinguishing 
them, you might be disposed to consider between light and dark, and even to ex- 
them such; they are mere variations in| perience no sensation when the suu 
the state of vision, and all arise from the | Shines on the eyes, and yet the motions 
same cause, from an increased excitement | of the iris are nearly pertect, lL have ob- 
or disturbance of the nervons structure | served many othersuch instances, When 
of the eye; we cannot teil exactly what the affection is confined to one eye, we 
that distarbance is; we cannot point ont; mustexamine both the independent and the 
any thing in the retina, which will enable | associated action of the iris. The latter 
us to account for the change of relation, | frequently remains when the former is 
colour, and figure of objects. It is very| completely lost. If you open and shut 
common for patients to be able to see ob | both eyes together, the two irides move 
jects laterally after they have lost the | equally well; but if you previously ciose 
power of seeing themin the direct tine of | the sound eye, the iris of the amaurotic 
vision, The central portion of the expan-| eye will remain perfectly motionless, I 
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have seen some instances of complete‘ Causes of Amaurosis.—No age is ex- 
amaurosis of old date, consequent on‘ empt from amaurosis ; it is sometimes con- 


violent internal inflammation, and accom- | genital, and it may occur at all periods 
of lite, from the earliest to the latest, 


panied with change of colour in the iris, 
where the strongest light directed on the , Itis, however, more frequent during the 
affected eye with the other closed, caused active middle period of life; and ver 
neither sensation nor change of the pupil ; common about the cessation of menstrua- 
yet the associated action has been per-,tion in females, and the corresponding 
fect. | age in the male. 

The pnpil is sometimes irregular in, It has been said, that dark coloured 
form, not circular, but oval, obleng, or eyes are more frequently affected than 
angular; and it may be also changed in. light ones; and Beer makes the propor- 
situation, appearing as it moved up- tion as great as twenty-five to one. 
sais andar; we seliom find 1) to amanrovs, we abwrve a xery ark 

3 ° :ed influeuce from hereditary disposition ; 

The colour of the pupil, in many cases, ''t '* NOt Uncommon to meet with many 
is not natural; it does not present the —- >. family. We had two twin 
clear jet black which distinguishes the ters &* the Infirmary, who were very 
natural state of the eye; it has a dull! much alike in form, colour of the hair, 
smoky appearance of a greenish, greyish, jeyes and integuments, and state of their 
or leaden cast; sometimes it is of a yel- | general health: they were both amau. 
lowish hue, a discoloration hardly to be "Ue at the same time, and with exactly 
distinguished from glaucoma. It may be | ‘8 *2me symptoms. Beer says that he 
supposed, that this change of colour is: has often seen amaurosis occurring in 
the resuit of some alteration in the state | "4" individuals of the same tamily ; 
of the retina; we can hardly account for and he mentions rather 0 ee ee 
the phenomena, except on this supposi- which, in a given family, all the one 
tion: however, the alteration, although became amaurotic about the period of the 
sufficient to alter the colour of the pupil, | “°*s4ton of menstruation for three gene- 
is not irremediable, and this symptom , “ations, excepting those who had borne 
alone is not a ground of unfavourable children. There are many cases on re- 

‘cord of many individuals in the same 













































rognosis. The retina in the healthy state Rosie Saat ts , bi > 
is perfectly transparent, and the dark amily having been the subjects of amau- 
colour of the choroid is seen through “te = F 
making the pupil black; but if the state ; With respect to the more immediate 
of the retina be changed, we mustexpect Causes of amaurosis, the most powertul le 
corresponding alteration in the appear- ‘s that general fullness of habit conse- ¥ 
ance of the pupil. qnent on errors in diet. This certainly a 
jis the leading cause of amaurosis, as well 
You might expeet to find that this af- | as of most other affections of the eye and 
fection of the nervous structure of the , of the head generally. The influence of “ 
eye would be attended with pain, but ‘this cause is seriously aggravated by « - 
that is not always the case; the progress | sedentary mode of lite. The occurrence sy, 
of the disease may be slow, and the eye | of amaurosis will be rendered still more fi 
become completely amaurotic, without | probable, if the organ be excessively a 
any pain whatever in the organ. Fre- ‘employed, particularly if it be habitualls the 
quently there are painful affections, such |exerted on minute or shining objects the 
as headaches, giddiness, dimness, dizzi-|We see here great numbers of caves, ( 
ness, and so on, preceding or accompa: | «here amaurosis may be clearly traced som 
nying the impaired state ot vision ; some. | to the inordinate use of the eye; and in whi 
times there are pains in the forehead, over | many instances this influence alone brings veg 
the eye-brow, in the temple, or one side of |on disease, without the occurrence of sup 
the head. You may have heaviness about | other causes. Hence the frequency of the T he 
the eye, increased on moving the globe, |affection in those engaged in the various dace 
aggravated by the employment of the |msechanical and other occupations, which temy 
organ; and with these circumstances / require close attention and constant extt- and 
there may be general uneasiness about tion of the organ, as in tailors, shoe- J acas 
the head, and sleepiness. The condition imakers, compositors, engravers, jew?! lengt 
of the digestive organs is very various ,lers, sempstresses, mantaa-makers, & quass 
in amaurotic cases; they are sometimes {and when we consider the almost ince me ec 
in a very unhealthy state; and this dis-'sant action, which, during many hours it The 
turbance is a leading circumstance in the !the day, the eye undergoes, and reflect to ar 
affection ; but in others there is no mark- )on the very delicate texture of the re consid 
nerve 





jtina, we can only be surprised that | 





ed derangement of their functions. 
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should maintain its powers so long unim- 


paired. 

A limited or temporary exposure to a 
strong light, may produce amaurosis sud- 
denly, as flashes of lightning, coup de 
soled, and telescopic observations; ut 
we more frequently see it as the conse- 
quence of habitual exposure to strong 
but less powerful lights, as in cooks, 
workers in metal, soldiers and sailors in 
tropical conntries. All canses which 
favour the production of plethora, or 
aetermination to the head in particalar, 
create a disposition to this affection ; the 
sudden suppression of accustomed dis- 
charges, the period of the cessation of 
the menses in old, and their interruption 
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cumstances which debilitate the system 
generally, such as loss of blood from pro. 
fuse hemorrhage, diarrhea, copious sali- 
vation, and so on. I have never seen 
amaurosis produced by such causes. That 
great anxiety and grief may favour the 
occurrence of amaurosis, I am inclined 
to allow; for it is not improbable that 
severe impressions of that kind may pro- 
duce inflammatory excitement in the 
brain or eye; but I think we cannot, 
without more direct proofs, admit the in- 
fluence of debilitating causes generally in 
the prodaction of amanrosis. The most 
clear instance of any direct debilitating 
cause producing amaurosis, is. that of 
protracted suckling; we know that if 





in young women, frequently lead to this | that drain upon the system be too long 
result. The continental writers speak of | continued, the strength of the patient will 
amaurosis being produced by the suppres- | be very much reduced. The imprudent 
sion of the hemorrhoidal discharge, of; continuance of suckling, so frequently 
epistaxis, perspiration, or the secretion, seen in the lower classes, brings on im- 
of milk, and by the healing of large ulcers. | paired vision, and will ultimately lead to 
That the latter cause is capable of seri- | confirmed amaurosis. We may, perhaps, 
ously affeeting the head, we have fre- refer to the same head, the amaurosis. 
quent opportunity of noticing. jaseribed to excessive venereal indul- 

Certain states of the abdominal viscera 8@7¢e, and to the practive of a solitary 
Ihave adverted to as capable of produc- | Vice ; if, indeed, those causes are capable 
ing amaurosis, Some irritations of these | Of producing such an effect. Various or 
organs, as by acrid ingesta, worms, &c, | S4nlc changes in parts adjacent to, or 
may suddenly cause temporary blindaess. | connected with the nervous structure of 
An instance is recorded in one of the pe- | the eye, may cause amaurotic affections, 
riodical journals, of amaurosis, with fixed | #8 tumours in the orbit or head, exostosis 
pain over the brow, occurring in a child. | fT caries of the orbit or cranium, changes 
It was not relieved by purging and other | i@ the structure of the nerve, or of the 
depletive measures; an emetic was at | 4@/amus nervi optici. Mr. Langstaff has 
last given, and under its action a bead |® fine specimen in his Museum of two 
was rejected from the stomach, and the | #™aurotic eyes, taken from the same in- 
amaurosis immediately disappeared. dividual, in which the optic nerves are 


ae a 7 shrank to about one-third ef their natural 
Syphilis is enumerated by the continen- | size, Similar instances have been re- 
tal writers as a remote cause of amanro- corded by Dr. Monteith, the translator 
sis, but I never saw any cases in which | o¢ Weller’s book on the eye; he found 
syphilitic affection of the constitution ap- | the nerve shrunk, and gone into a state 
peared to exert any influence of this of atrophy. Mr. Langstaff has also some 
kind ; nor have I ever seen gout or rheu- ‘interesting specimens of enlargement in 
matism give any tendency to affections of: the front of the third ventricle, the parie- 
the nervous structure of the eye. | tes of which bulge so as to press upon the 
Other causes have been mentioned by , optic nerves, and thus to account for the 
some writers, respecting the operation of ; amaurosis under which the patients la- 
which I entertain doubt. The narcotic |boured. Various other organic changes 
vegetables used to dilate the pupil, are|may exert a similar influence in dimi- 
ay cag to give a tendency to amaurosis ; | nishing or destroying vision. Amaurosis 
I have never seen any such effect pro- ; has been produced sympathetically from 
daced by the belladonna, excepting the | some irritating cause, whose mode of 
temporary influence before mentioned, | action has been quite obscare ; for in- 
and you recollect that I spoke to you of | stance, by a carious tooth. 
acase in which it had been used a great: Beer has hinted at the deticiency of 
length of time. The effect of bitters, as|the pigmentum ingram in old persons 
quassia, hops, and wild succory, seems to!being the cause of that imperfect 
me equally problematic. isight called amblyopia senilis; but it 
Those who have considered amaurosis | would be difficult to verify this opinion. 
to arise from debilitating canses, have|In elderly persons it is by no means an- 
considered that debility and atony of the ;common to see a cousiderable change in 
nerve may be produced,by all those cir-/ the colour of the pupil, which may not 
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improbably be produced by alterations in 
the quantity or quality of the pigmentum 
niguum. We find the pupil green or 
grey, and yet the sight is perfect. You 
will not confound this change either with 
amaurosis or cataract, because, although 
the grey discolouration is sometimes 
equal to that of cataract, it is deeper 
seated in the organ, and sight is unim- 
paired. 


Diagnosis.—The subject of diagnosis is 
very important in amanrotic affections, 
and as they are liable to be confounded 
with cataracts, you should be familiar 
with every distinction which exists be 
tween them; these, however, I shall re- 
serve until I speak of the symptoms of 
cataract. It is necessary to distinguish 
amaurosis from glaucoma ; although in 
this particular, the diagnosis is not so 
important, since the treatment is nearly 
the same in both cases. The prognosis, 
however, will be different. ‘The marked 
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Lecrurs XXXIV. 


Gentlemen, 

Havine in the preceding Lecture spoken 
of Carditis, or Inflammation of the Heart, 
I shall now speak 


Of the Consequences of Carditis. 
1. Adhesion of the pericardium to the 





dilatation of the pupil, its green colour, 
and the motionless state of the iris, with | 
the change of colour in that part, and the | 
considerably impaired degree of vision in 
the early stages of the affection, will | 
generally sufficiently distinguish glau- 
coma. 


In some cases we cannot satisfac- 
torily distinguish between internal in- 
flammation of the eye and amaurosis: 
inderd there is no distinction, for amau- 
rosis is an inflammation of the retina. 
It is a question, not involving the nature 
of the disease, but its precise seat ard | 
extent. The treatment of the two affec- | 
tions is exactly similar. Thus it is not of | 
any great consequence to establish the | 
distinetion between them ; but, by inter-! 
nal ophthalmia, we generally mean a case 
in which there is evident inflammation 
seated in the internal tunics generally, as 
well as in the retina; while, when the 
retina alone is affected, we class the dis- 
ease under the head of amaurosis. We 
might call this case retinitis, butas we are 
not able actnaliy to see the retina, it is 
rather a matter of interence than ot direct 
evidence, and it is well not to affect in our 
language a greater degree of precision 
than is consistent with our knowledge. 


heart is a common effect of inflammation 
here, as we know by examinations afier 
death. Such an occurrence, however, can- 
not be known during life ; nor, if it could, 
is it an object of practice. 

2. Hydrops pericardii is another not 
unfrequent result of inflammation in this 
part. It has heen attempted to distin. 
guish this from Aydro-thorax, or dropsy 
of the pleura, by stating that in dropsy 
of the pericardium the patient breathes 
most easily when inclining forwards ; 
while, in hydro-thorax, respiration is 
easiest in the erect posture. These dis- 
tinctions, however, are little to be relied 
upon ; nor are they of any consequence, 
as the treatment is the same in both 
cases. Indeed, the two affections will 
be generally found in combination. In 
both, the great object is to inquire into 
the existence of inflammation, in order 
to its removal when present, before the 
attempt to promote absorption is made. 

3. Change of structure. Disorganiza- 
tion is, of course, one of the consequences 
of inflammation in this as well »s in other 
parts. The strnetare, it is evident, may 
be variously altered, according to the 
degree and duration of the disease, as 
well as the particular seat it ocenpies. 
Minute distinctions have been laid down 
by writers on the subject; but I believe 
it will be found that they have been rather 
inferred from reasoning & prieri, than 
actually proved, Happily, such distine- 
tions are of little importance in regard 
to practice, as the cases all require the 
same general management. 

The heart is often preternaturaliy en- 
larged, so as to be fett strongly pulsating 





at a considerable distance from its usual 
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ON CARDITIS. 551 
situation. This may arise from a diseased | with more or less of disorder in the sen- 
state of ‘he lungs, not admitting a free | sorial functions; while the signs of in- 
passage to the biood through the pulmo-|flammation, or other topical disease in 
nary artery, The resistance tha. encoun-| the chest, will be wanting. Cases may 
tered by the heart incites it ts greater | be so complicated, however, as to make 
action, and an increase of growth and | the distinction impossible. 
distention are often the consequences of| Among the irregularities of action to 
this. The same thing may occur from) which the heart is liable, palpitation is 
constriction at the origin of the arteries |one. This may be considered as a con- 
The substance of the heart,in these cases, | vulsive action of the organ, and is found 
is variously changed. Sometimes the ven- | to accompany a great number of its dis- 
tricles, one or both, is tound after death | eases. Palpitation is mostly, thongh not 
to be preternaturally thickened: on other | always, attended with an irregular pulse. 
occasions, the reverse. Inthe latter case,|It sometimes arises from mental emo- 
it is supposed that the power of the heart | tion merely, without actual disease in the 
will be diminished, and that syncope may | heart itself. This is apt to occur in irri- 
result from this cause. Irregularity of table subjects, but particularly where the 
action in the beart may be naturally ex | heart is preternaturally irritable. It like- 
pected to accompany either of these | wise takes place in many pulmonary af- 
states: but our knowledge of the precise | fections, and may arise either from the 
condition of the organ, in regard to strne-| extension of intlammation to the heart, 
ture, in general comes too late, as it can|or from the resistance the heart meets 
seldom be acquired till after death. with in its endeavour to carry the blood 
The violent and irregular action of the | through the lungs, from the diseased con- 
heart, occasionally taking place in all | dition of these organs. 
these cases, sometimes ends in an actual The treatment of palpitation will de- 
rupture of the substance of the organ,| pend upon the cause mducing it. When 
with immediate destruction to life. This | it can be traced to inflammation either in 
occurred in George the Second; the right | the lungs or the heart itself, the treat- 
ventricle gave way; and although a small! ment is obvious, after what [have already 
quantity only of blood escaped into the} said. You should be cautious in treat- 
pericardium, he died suddenly. This is | ing it as a nervous affection, by the use of 
a result always possible, and therefore to | stimulants and antispasmodics, as is often 
be apprehended in long-protracted dis- | done ; for if inflammation in any degree 
eases of the heart, attended with violent | exists, such remedies willdo harm. And 
as well as irregular action. leven where this is not the case, their 
A deposition of earthy matter (im-| effect is very temporary, and ultimately 
properly termed ossification) in the | prejudicial. 
valves or vessels of the heart, and | 5. Ercessive irritability of the heart 
even in its substance, as well as in the | is sufficientiy common, and is marked by 
great arteries arising from it, is far from | the fiequency of its pulsations, and its 
being an uncommon occurrence in ad-| tendency to be excited by trivial causes. 
vanced life. Such a state, however, can| When it is so excited, its action is apt to 
never be clearly ascertained during life ;| be disordered as well as frequent. Ex- 
nor does it admit ef any remedy. | cessive irritability of the heart is consti- 
4. Jvregular action of theheart. Thave | tutional in some, and is scarcely then an 
added this to the other consequences of object of practice. Great attention should 
carditis, because, in a great proportion of however be paid, im such cases, to avoid 
cases, it has no other origin. The heart, | all causes of excitement. 
however, is so much under the infuence| The heart is often left in too irritable a 
ef the brain, (or what in more general state from preceding inflammation, es- 
langage is called the nervous system), | pecially of the acute kind, The inflam- 
that it may be, and often is disturbed in| mation may lave wholly ceased, yet upon 
its action from this source, without any the slightest disturbing cause, whether 
primary affection of the organ itself. Such | mental or bodily, the disordered action of 
cases require to be discriminated in prac- | the heart is renewed, and that very pain- 
tice, in order that our attention may be fully. This will oftem be the case tor 
principally directed to the part or organ months afterwards. time and quiet, both 
primarily aifected. The distinction may of body and mind, are the ouly efectna! 
be generally made with sufficient cer- remedies. The heart thus will slowly and 
tainty, by inquiring into the attendant gradually return to its natural state of 
symptoms. When the irregular action of tecling and action. But in all these 
the heart is secondary only, and origi-|cases you should be very careful to as- 
nates in the brain or nervons system, | certain, that no inflammation, even of the 
there will be commouly found bead-ache, | slightest kind, is still remaining ; for it it 
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is, the symptoms will infalltbly increase, 
until the disease becomes really formida- 
ble. A clean and healthy appearance of 
the tongue is the circumstance most to be 
relied upon; for this shows an entire 
absence of all tebrile action; and when 
this is the case, there will be little, if any, 
reason ‘o su«pect inflammation to be going 
on. The digitalis, and even opium, may 
be employed occasionally, to lessen the 
irritability of the heart. But any advan- 


tage derivable from them is in general 
more than compensated by the disorder of 
system they are apt to produce. 


Of Angina Pectoris. 


I mention this here, chiefly for the pur- 

se of remarking to you that it is an af.- 
ection that has been much misunderstood, 
and often improperly treated. The name 
itself is objectionable, as leading to the 
supposition that there is some analogy 
between this disease and the other affec- 
tions to which the term angina has been 
applied. The expression angina pectoris 
is altogether modern ; it was first used, 
I believe, by the late Dr. Heberden. Dr. 
Parry called it (rather more appropriate- 
ly,) syncope anyinosa, One might ima- 
gine trom this, that it was a new disease; 
but ithas certainly no claim to such dis 
tinction ; nor, indeed, to be considered at 
all as an original or primary affection, as 
you will perceive when a description of 
it has been given. 

This affection is characterised by sud- 
den paroxysms of acute pain, shooting 
across the upper and middle part of the 
sternum, throngh the left breast, and 
down the lett arm, sometimes as low ax 
the wrist. The pulse is feeble, faltering, 
and occasionally imperceptible. There is 
a sense of constriction or suffocation in 
the chest, and a dread of impending dis 
solution. If the patient is walking, he ix 
obliged to stand still ; upon which often 
all the symptoms immediately vanish. 
At first, the paroxysms are brought on by 
walking quick, especially up an ascent. 
As the disease advances, however, they 
recur from slighter canses, such as mental 
emotion; and at length they come on 
without any obvious cause, and even 
when the patient is lying down. Ulti- 
mately, the patient, in many instances, 
dies in one of the paroxysms. 

The symptoms now described, some- 
times exist alone; but in many cases 
they are preceded and accompanied by 
congh and difficult respiration, arguing 
disease of the lungs. 

The appearances found after death have 
been various. In some cases, the heart 


jhave died of this disease. 
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has been found full of blood; in others, 
quite empty. Sometimes the heart has 
been much enlarged; while at others, it 
has been found unnsnally small; as was 
the case in Mr. Hanter, who is said to 
In some in- 
stances, but not in all, the coronary arte- 
ries have been found ossified. 


Theory—The explanation that has 
been given of the symptoms called angina 
pectoris is very contradictory, and there- 
fore unsatisfactory. One opinion was, 
that the symptoms were owing to the sas- 
pension of the action of the heart ; which 
is in fact considering it as a case of syn- 
cope, (whence the term syncope anginosa ;) 
but the severe pain felt in the paroxysm, 
as well as the perfect consciousness of 
the patient, negative this opinion, 
Another is, that it is owing to ossification 
of the coronary arteries of the heart, 
But, besides that such a condition of the 
coronary arteries affords no satisfactory 
explanation of the symptoms, I may ob- 
serve that this state of the coronary 
vessels has not always been found in this 
disease ; while, on the other hand, these 
arteries are often ossified, without any such 
symptoms taking place. The ossification 
of arteries, as weil as the enlargement 
of the heart, or other change of structure, 
are only to be considered as proofs of the 
existence of disease in the organ, but not 
as the immediate cause of the symptoms, 
Lastly, the disease has been considered 
to be nervous merely, but it is difficult 
to say what is intended by the use of 
such aterm. Certainly the disease takes 
place in general in habits not usually 
considered nervous. 

The immediate or proximate cause of 
the symptoms, appears to be a spasmodic 
contraction of the heart, which, for a 
time, and while it lasts, has the effect of 
suspending the circulation, and which, if 
it continued, must quickly end in the de- 
straction of life, as indeed it sometimes 
does. This accounts readily for the 
cessation of the pulse, the pain felt in the 
region of the heart, and all the other 
symptoms. Such a spasmodic state of 
the heart, admitting it to exist, would 
not be discovered after death, for ob- 
vious reasons. 

There is reason to believe that, in gene- 
ral, this dixposition to spasm in the heart, 
is the result of antecedent inflammation; 
the common effect of whichis, to increase 
irritability in parts, and thas to dispose 
them to violent and preternatural con- 
traction. Accordingly, in all the cases of 
this disease that have come under my 





| notice, I have been able to trace back the 


symptoms to inflammation. The patients 
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ON SYNCOPE. 


have been subject to frequent attacks of} and, in some cases, the disease altogether 
this in the chest, which may be naturally | cured. This, however, must depend 
expected to have laid the foundation for’ upon the soundness, or the contrary, of 
such increased irritability of the heart. | the organs concerned, a point which can- 
Furcher than this, I have found marks of ; not be ascertained with certainty ; and 
existing inflammation at the time; such | therefore the prognosis in any case is 
as furred tongue, and other febrile symp- | doubtful. 
toms. Is the heart liable to spasm simply ? This 
The treatment proposed for angina| we may reasonably suppose, from analogy, 
pectoris or syncope anginost, has been | to be the case, But it cannot be proved 
as various as the supposed setemamernert be dissection. The primary symptoms 
canse of the disease. It has been treated! to which it might be expected to give 
by stimulants, like ordinary syncope. rise, would be pain in the region of the 
Also, by nervous, and antispasmodic re-| heart, and a failure of the pulse. This 
medies, as @ther, opium, and the like.| state, if it continued for even a very few 
But nothing more than temporary ad-; minutes, must necessarily prove fatal, by 
vantage has been gained by such means. | interrupting the circulation of the blood. 
According to my own experience, the; It is not improbable, that sudden death 
most useful practice is that which is! is sometimes owing to this can-e; and 
founded upon the idea of the disease! that angina pectoris more especially 
above given: namely, that it consists in! proves fatal in this way, as T have just 
spasm o! the heart, the spasm originating! stated. The most immediate relief of 
in inflammation. So that the object of| spasm of the heart (if such a state could 
treatment is two-fold: first, the relief of| be ascertained), might be expected from 
the paroxysm ; second, the prevention of} the use of «ther, ammonia, or opium, 





itin future, by the removal of the cause, | singly or combined. 


(inflammation) if it still exists, and di- 
minishing the irritability occasioned by it, 
upon which the recurrence principally 
depends. 

Now the means of accomplishing these 
different purposes are not only not the 
same in their natare, but different and 
even opposite, The paroxysm is best re- 
lieved by opiates and antispasmodics, 
which act by taking off the spasm of the 
heart. These remedies, however, have 
no tendency to prevent the recurrence ; 
while they are calculated rather to aggra- 
vate the inflammation where this exists, 
as it often appears to do. 
calls for very different treatment. 

The most useful practice in these cases, 
as far as my experience goes, consists in 
endeavouring to take off any degree of 
inflammation present, and in preventing 
as far as possible its return. This is best 
done by very small bleedings, from time 
to time, not exceeding tour or five ounces 
at once ; by a cautious use of the digitalis, 
combined with simple bitters ; and by abso- 
lnte rest in the horizontal posture, (unless 
this should be found less easy to the patient 
than sitting up.) A plain, ordinary diet 
may be allowed ; but a!l st/mudants, either 
as food, drink, or medicine, should be 
cautiously abstained trom. In this way, 
the paroxysms may be mostly prevented ; 
there will be no occasion, therefore, for 
mere palliative means, which are generally 
in themselves objectionable. 

By a cautious procedure of this kind, 
continued for a considerable length of 
time, | have seen the best effects pro- 
duced, life to all appearance prolonged, 


This state 


It is equally probable that the heart, 
like other muscles, is subject to paralysts. 
But we know little or nothing of this. 


OF Syncope.—The heart may cease to 
act for a time, either absolutely or nearly 
so; when, of course, the general circula- 
tion, and, with this, most of the other 
functions, will be suspended, particularly 
| those of the brain. The signs are obvious 
and easily understood: failure of pulse, 
paleness, and coldness of the body, a 
death-like countenance, and total insen- 
sibility. 

The causes of syncope are various, and 


| must be distinguished from one another 


in practice ; because the affection re- 
quires different treatment according to 
the nature of the cause inducing it. 


1. Mental emotion of different kinds, 
will occasion syncope; as tear, terror, 
joy, and even disgust. 2. Violent pain, 
as during surgical operations, though ter- 
ror may here come in for a share. 3. Large 
evacuations of any kind, («hether of blood, 
water, purulent matter, or feces,) taking 
place suddenly, especially when the sub- 
ject is much debilitated previously. 4. Get- 
ting suddenly into the erect posture, after 
the body has been long recumbent. (I 
have known patients, when recovering 
trom protracted fever, die suddenly from 
this cause.) 5. Abstraction of the usual 
stimulus of food and drink. 6 Lastly, 
syncope occasionally takes place in some 
‘ofthe organic diseases of the heart; or it 
|may follow a violent palpitation or con- 





|vulsive action of the organ. 
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Treatment.—The immediate danger of | der and irregularity in the action of the 
syncope is best obviated by placing the heart. In the latter case, the existence 
patient in the horizontal posture, as most of pulmonary disease is in general snffi- 
favourable to the passage of blood to- ciently obvious I need not observe, that 
wards the head; for in this posture the | original malformations are beyond the 
slightest degree of action in the heart will, reach of art. 
afford the necessary supply of blood to ” 
the brain, to enable it to resume its fanc- Aneurism.—The large arteries near to 
tions, the suspension of which appears tothe heart are liable to become diseased, 
be the immediate cause of the symptoms, and to undergo a change of structure, 
Stimulating and irritating applications of which disposes them to yield to disten- 
all kinds, tending to excite the action of | tion, and thus aneurism is produced. ‘his 
the heart or brain, may then be resorted | state is not simply dilatation, but actual 
to. Sudden constriction of the small ves-| change of structure, prodaced by slow 
sels by cold, by which the blood is thrown | acting inflammation of the arterial coats. 
back on the heart, will cause it to resame| The signs are, a continued strong and 
its action. The same remedy, by pro-| painful pulsation near to the heart, and 
ducing powerful sensation, will also serve | which sometimes can be felt above the 





to excite the brain. 

When syncope is the result of haemor- 
rhage, it is better not to stimulate the | 
patient too soon ; in order that time may 
be given for the extreme vessels to con- 
tract themselves, which they will gradu- | 
ally do; avd alsu that the blood may| 
coagulate in their ruptured extremities. | 
1 much question the propriety of adminis- 
tering large quantities of brandy and 
other stimulants, in cases of uterine he- 
morrhage, as the present practice is. If 
the quantity of circulating fluid is greatly 
and suddenly diminished, it is of import- 
ance that the remaining blood should oc- 
cupy the large vessels; by which the 
action of the brain and heart, as vital 
organs, will be supported. The circula- 
tion in the extreme parts may be dis- 
pensed with for a time. Now the small 
vessels are best made to contract by the 
application of cold to the surface ; and if 
the application is sudden and intense, as 
by dashing very cold water on the body, 
not only will the effect be greater upon 
the bloodvessels themselves, but the pow- 
erful sensation produced will act as a 
stimulus to the brain. In order to facili- 
tate the supply of blood to this organ, it 
might even be useful to make the head in 
a slight degree the most dependent part. 


Malformation of the Heari.—Vreterna- 


tural communications sometimes exist 
between the two sides of the heart; 
owing to which, the blood does not re- 
ceive the full benefit of respiration, but 
retains its venous character, in greater 
or less degree. This is attended with a 
livid colour of the surface every where, 
deficiency of animal heat, and an umper- 
fect performance of all the functions. 

A nearly similar train of symptoms 
may avise trom disease in the langs them 





selves. The former case may commonly 
be distinguished from the latter, by its 
being congenital, and by manifest disor- 


sternum or clavicle, accord'ng as the dis- 
ease is seated more or less remote from 
the heart. On some occasions, a pulsat- 
ing tumour is perceived between the ribs, 
the substance of which is at times removed 
by absorption. These cases are not al- 
ways distinguishable from disease of the 
heart itself. he distinction, however, is 


| of little moment, as the treatment is the 


same. 

These cases, sooner or later, mostly 
prove fatal, and that suddeuly, by a rup- 
ture of the vessel and effusion of blood 
They may nevertheless be protracted tor 
years. In a few rare instances, the 
symptoms, contrary to all expectation, 
have slowly and gradually subsided, 
leaving the patientin health. What takes 
place in such cases, whether the nature of 
the disease had been mistaken, no such 
disease of stricture as was supposed 
having existed; or whether a kind of 
natural cure was effected by obliteration 
of the diseased artery and the substite- 
tion of new channels, by the enlarge 
ment of lateral branches, as we know to 
happen in diseased arteries in other part: 
of the body, has not been sufficiently 
ascertained, 

The object to be pursued in the treat- 
ment of all these cases, is very sim- 
ple. It is that of restraining ané 
keeping down the force of cireniation, 
within moderate limits; guarding cav- 
tionsly against all excitement of the heart 
and vascular system. With this view, 
a simple and abstemious diet, occasional 
bloodletting, and quiet of body and mind, 
are the essential means to be empioyed 
Little aid is to be expected from medi- 
cine on these occasions, The digital» 
may be used from time to time with some 
advantage. rs 

A strong pulsation is sometimes felt i» 
the epigastric region, which is liable to 
be taken for aneurism, where no such 


disease exists, 1 have been repeated 
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deceived in this way, and I mention it| this subject with man, in whom the orga- 


to prevent your falling into a similar error. | nization is the most complex, whilst they 


When any disease of an inflammatory : , P 
ter is going on in this region, the |have overlooked those animals in which 


charac 
arteries in the neighbourhood pulsate jit is most simple. 
with unusnal violence ; and thus the idea 
of aneuri-m is suggested. This is more | Dr. Edwards began his inquiries by 
likely to be the case in emaciated sub-|some experiments ov a species of micro- 
jects. But a careful examination will | scopic plant, known under the name of 
in general serve to prove that no anen- | conjuguées, and which is comprised with 
rism really exists. A tumour of any kind, several others in that of the conferve. 
lying over the artery at that part, will|/To the naked eye they appear merely 
give nearly the same impression to the | formed of very fine green filaments, unit- 
finger, as where the artery itself is dis- | ed in floating masses on the surface of 
eased. Real aneurism, however, does|the water. Without the aid of a good 
occasionally occur in this situation, and | microscope the organization of these fila- 
prove suddenly fatal, as elsewhere. In!ments are not to be discovered; they 
all doubtful cases, therefore, your prog- | are a kind of transparent tubes, intornally 
nosis should be very guarded. separated by partitions, which contain 
| within each other particles of green mat- 
I shal! next have to treat of the dis- | ter, arranged in different figures accord- 
eases of the respiratory organs. ling to the species. After noticing the 
jlabours of his predecessors, with the 
| greatest impartiality and justice, he states 
the point trom which he has set out.— 
** What astonished me,” says Dr. E., * in 
| pursuing my researches, was to see these 
}small cells move, and sometimes even 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. | grains, or particles of green matter, come 
out in their turn, and move of their own 
—- accord.” Dr. E. then examined these 
PHYSIOLOGY. | grains, which he discovered to be vesi- 
| cules, that appeared to be the elementary 
Dr. Edwards’ Physiological Inquiries.—| principle of their singular organization. 
Piiestiey had examined before him this 
green matter, which detaches itself from 
table Kingdoms. janimal or vegetable substances; and Dr, 
: E., recollecting the researches of the 
In the month of May last, our country-| English philosopher (Priestley), suspect- 
man, Dr. Epwarps, read a paper before ed the identity between these living par- 
the Academy of Medicine of Paris on ag ot a vegetable, which he had under 
: this inspection, and the globules escaped 
the connexion which exists between the from an animal substance. Ingenhousz 
Dr. | and Sennebier had already discovered, in 
. iy 24. |this green matter of Priestley, the one 
Edwards’ investigations are uo less valu- animalcule and the other a conterva, 


able for the care with which they are which had been described by Haller. 
‘ ~ > ” x . y ‘ H 

conducted, than for the novelty of the| “| commenced,” says Dr.E., “ with 
: : d > 4... |mew observations. I put in one vessel, 
views which they disclose. This distit- | filled with water, a small quantity of veal, 
guished physiologist was led to depart | which, according to Priestley, produces 
; . |most readily the green matter; and, ir 
; . a idy- 5 ; > 
from the old and Gentes tracks of Study! another vessel, a small portion of cubbax: 
ing the laws of life and of organization | leaf, from which, according to this ov- 
by the unsatisfactory result of past in- server, green matter may be equally ob- 


: “a ved that | RE tained. I exposed the two vessels to the 
quiries ; for he conceived that no advanc sun ; at the end of afew days, no change 
ment, in this part ofour knowledge, was | of colour having taken place in the vessel 
likely to take place till we commenced | CMtaining the piece of veal, I put a few 
’ cone ‘ r _ |drops of water on the surface. I then 
our investigations with those beings in | distinguished in it vesicular globules, 
which life is at its minimum. The misfor- Some unmoveable, others moving in every 
direction. Afterwards, seeing that the 
ee water and the parietes of the vessel com- 

variably commenced their inquiries on | menced to turn green, [ examined again 





Connexion between the Animal and Vege- 


vegetable and animal kingdoms. 


tune has been, that physiologists have | 
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a few drops of the water always on the|might be a small species. Indeed the 
surface. I recognized in them a great | same cells examined on other occasions, 
number of animalcule, similar for the! and with other decayed plants, were 
most part to those which I had seen be- | found absolutely deprived of motion, and 
fore, differing from them only in colour, | presented the appearance of a young 
as they had become green. It appeared | conferva * of the most simple. We see 
to me evident, that they had undergone | every thing which this approximation of 
a similar alteration to that which the | facts has init singular, and what light 
white part of a plant experiences on ex- | may throw on the mind of the observer 
posure to light. A great number of these | What! these animalcule grains of green 
animalcule had the character of the monas | vegetable matter? The living cells vege- 
vulviusculus of Muller. They were fre- | table cells, and these belonging to the 
quently seen approximating, and when|conferve! But in this case the proper 
they came in contact their progress was | vessels, which are to the fusiform cell 
stopped, or its speed sensibly diminished. | what the latter is to the monas, onght 
They at first appeared to make efforts | themselves to furnish larger conferve.” 
for the purpose of separating; sometimes | Dr. E. verified this fact ; he did not de 
they joined, and often remained so, con- | compose any more of the plant by mace- 
tinuing then the monas uva of Muller.| ration alone; he took bundles of leaves, 
In a few of these groups the movements | paced them under the microscope, struck 
were entirely suspended or destroyed. them, tore them with the point of a pin, 
The same phenomenon was observed at | and had the pleasure of perceiving a mul. 
the parietes of the vessel; for when the |titude of conferve of the same kind as 
animalcula touched the vessel, contact, | those which he had seen scattered in the 
to a greater or less degree, diminished or | water, and identical with those which might 
stopped the motion. In allowing the | be gathered in the marshes ; but he suc- 
| ceeded at last to discover them living (to 


liquid to evaporate slowly, the same ag- | ving (t 
gregation of globular animalcule will be | use the expression) in the plant itself, in 





produced at will. ‘ In proportion as the | the midst of the air tubes, the spires ot 
water diminished, the movements became | Which were sufficiently unfolded to allow 
slower, and were confined to mere oscilla- | them to be perceived. These experiments 
tions; at the same time a great number| were made in every possible manner, and 


came together; when the motion in all |it was perfectly demonstrated, that the 
ceased, it was only necessary to add a| proper vessels, in detaching themselves 
drop of water, and the movements gra-| from each other on a slight maceration, 
dually returned; but if the addition of | by imbibing water, and experiencing the 


the water were delayed too long it never 
appeared again. Thus the same beings, 
or entities, had alternately life with spon- 
taneous motion and vegetative life, and 
they could be made at will to pass from 
one kingdom to the other. 

Such, then, is the green matter com- 
ing from an animal substance ; but the 
point was to compare this matter with 
that afforded by vegetable decomposition. 


Dr. Edwards examined with the same 
care the water contained in the second 
vessel, and recognized it in the same 
monades. But among these isolated or 





agglomerated monades, i. e. animals or 
plants, he saw fusiform cells, which might 
be compared to the kind of cells which 
have been described in vegetables; they 
enclosed each two grains er globules of 
reen matter. In the first place, Dr. 
“dwards did not distinguish in them any 
movement, but afterwards he perceived 
one oscillating, then moving in progres- 
sion among them. “ In this state,” says 
Dr. Edwards, * it is the vibrio pune- 
tatus, and Muller himself, struck with the 
resemblance of this animalenle with the 





conferva, had suspected that its vibrion 


influence of the sun, acquired an inde- 
pendent life, and became conferve. 

Thus all the principal parts of the leaf 
undergoing decomposition under suitable 
circumstances, may acquire an indepen- 
dent lite. 

1. The smallest vesicules, which are the 
grains of the green matter, and which are 
the parenchyma of the leaf, are contain- 
ed in cells, and are susceptible when they 
escape from the small decomposed cells 
of acquiring an independent life, either 
animal, if they remain isolated, or vege- 
table, if several agglomerate together. 

2. In the same way the cell, containing 
grains of green matter, without being de- 


| composed, can, when it is detached, pass 
| over to these two states, 


3. Lastly, the proper vessels are equally 
susceptible of independent life, and con- 
stitute a kind of conferva. 





* The conferve are a species of the 
cry ptogamia. 
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EXPERIMENTS ON CUTANEOUS ABSORPTION. 557 


Observations and E. iments on Cutane- 

ous Absorption. lemoir read at the 
I demy of Medici By M. 
C. P. CoLtarp.* 





Tne absorbing power of the skin is no 
longer a subject of controversy, and the 
ouly point which remains to be decided, 
is to know what are the substances which 
cannot be taken into the absorbent sys- 
tem throngh this medinm. Several phy- 
siologists, among whom are Currie, Klapp, 
Chapman, Seguin, and Magendie, resting 
on the supposed impermeability of the 
epidermis, are of opinion that merely 
irritating substances, or those capable of 
altering the cuticle, are absorbed. They 
are unwilling to believe that water, milk, 
broth, aqueous infusions of weak medi- 
cines, can be introduced into the course 
of the circulation through the external 
surface. This objection has been princi- 
pally supported by M. Seguin, and is 
mentioned in Magendie’s physiology, as 
wellas under the article Peau (skin), in 
the large Dictionnaire des Sciences Medi- 
caler. This physiologist made fourteen 
venereal patients take foot-baths, which 
held corrosive sublimate in solution. 
Eleven experienced no effect from this 
treatment ; three only were benefited, 
and in these persons were some slight 
excoriations on the legs, which appeared 
to M. Seguin to be the way in which the 
merenry entered the absorbent vessels. 
Every one wiil easily perceive how un- 
satistactory avd incomplete this experi- 
ment is, and how little it proves either 
for or against cutaneous absorption. 

Does the epidermis allow aqueous fluids 
to penetrate it?) Such is in the greatest 
state of its simplicity the theoretical 
question of cutaneous absorption. Con- 
sidering this tissu as an inorganic body, 
physiologists have pretended to determine 
its force and mode ot inhalation, accord- 
ing to itschemical properties ; and seeing 
it insoluble in water, they have concluded 
that itis «lxo impermeable to this men 


struum, but reason and experience prove | 


that the epidermis ix not opposed to the 
absorpticn of aqueous fluids, and direct 
experiment also confirma the fact. 


Exper ment 1,—Wishing first to assure 
my-elt if the engorgement of the gan- 
glion- of the groin, ax advanced by Mas- 
cagni, was not the result of an anormal or 
individual disposition, I plunged my hands 
up as far as the wrists, into water at 180 
Reaumur. At the end of two hours and a 
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half, I observed a remarkable swelling 
in the veins of the fore-arm and of the 
| hand, as well as the glands of the axilla : 
i! withdrew the hands from the water, 
and in rubbing them one against the other, 
I soon found a portien ot the epidermis 
raise itself under the form of a white 
jdust. I observed none of the symptoms 
|mentioned by Mascagni. What conclusion 
jonght to be drawn from the above expe- 
jriment? Was the enlargement of the 
|fore-arms, of the hand, and of the ax- 
jillary glands, produced by the absorp- 
tion of water? 


{ 


Experiment 2.—By means of a very 
jaccurate balance, and one sufficiently 
|nice to be acted on by a quarter of a 
igrain, I weighed a handkerchief, the 
weight of which Linstantly marked. Af- 
ter removing it, I placed on each of the 
plates of the scales an earthenware ves- 
sel about five inches eleven lines in dia- 
meter; I then balanced the two, and 
poured into them equal quantities of warm 
and cold water. I teok care to establish 
between this temperature and compara- 
tive weight, a strict equality, and then 
removed one of the vessels, which I re- 
placed by the same weight of stones. By 
this means I knew the quantity of water 
with which I had to experiment. 


The weight of the handkercliief and of 
the water being determined, and a per- 
fect equilibriam obtained between the 
two vessels, I plunged both hands as far 
as the wrist into one of the vessels, leaving 
the other untouched. After keeping my 
hands in the bath half an hour, | removed 
them, and instantly wiped them in the 
handkerchief mentioned above, at the 
same time I weighed it and caretully no- 
ticed its weight. Then replacing the 
vessels in the scales exactly in the same 
circumstances as they were in ptior to 
the experiment, I found that in which I 
had soaked my hands very much lighter 
than the other. I restored to it its pri- 
mitive comparative weight by adding se- 
veral marks, the amount of which repre- 
|sented that of the water which had dis- 
appeared. 


Weight of the handkerchief before the 
experiment, 2 oz. 14 grs, 

Ditto - - after experiment, 2 oz. 40 grs. 
Increase ........ 20 grs. 


Weight of each vessel full of water before 
the exper., 12 0z.4 dr, 24 gr. 

Ditto - - after exper., 12 0z.2 dr. 654 
Total diminution,. 1044 grs. 





| Water taken "p by the handkerchief, 26 grs. 


efinitive loss.... 783 grs. 

















538 EMPTYING THE ANTERIOR CHAMBER, 


I: is evident in the above experiment! The following cases will illustrate the 
that there was a deficit of 78§ grains,| benefit of this practice ; but before pro- 
and which could not be explained on any | ceeding to detail them, I cannot refrain 
other giound than that of its being ab | from expressing my most earnest wish 
sorbed. Will it be said that this had/that, both in public and private practice, 
evaporated during the experiment? But more attention may be paid to this im. 
this evaporation should have taken place | portant subject, and more facts be col- 
equally in the two vessels, since they both lected which may enable the profession 
were at the same temperature and of the | at large to decide on its merits. 
same diameter, Will it be objected that) O,sp [A girl of this town, three 
the heat of the hands conid have removed years of age, was attacked with a scro- 
the temperature of the water in which) tious rheumatic ophthalmia. Notwith- 
they were placed?’ This and similar ex-| standing that the most energetic mea- 
periments I repeated several times with| ji +e. had been adopted by her medical 
the same results, from which I conclude— attendant, the disease proceeded with 
1. That water is absorbed by the skin. | such violence, that on the ninth day, when 
2. That the epidermis offers but a feeble I saw the child, I found the cornea dis- 
resistance to absorption. ‘ tended and ulcerated in several places, 
_ From other experiments, M. Collard). 44 possessing sch little transparency 
found that milk and animal broth become | ar it was with some difficulty the rede 
also absorbed, but the latter with the gig, brown iris, and some matter depo- 
greatest facility. A fact communicated | jie jin the anterior chamber, could be 
to the editor of the Archives by Dr. Bon-| oon. Continued evacuations, with calo- 
fies of Nance, as bearing on the subject, | mel and jalap, and the strictest diet, which 
deserves to be noticed. This physician | were ordered in order to lessen the irri- 
having placed on the skin of the abdomen tation and produce absorption, as weil as 
of & venereal patient, who was kept in @ the tinctura opii externally, and a biis- 
state of supination, several drops of @liee to her head, proved insufficient to 
saturated solution of corrosive su slimate,| arrest the disease, so that I determined 
covered them with some water glasses, |. making an incision of the cornea. I 
and these he fastened by a tight bandage. opened the cornea to a third of the ex- 
After a short time the water had entirely | tent which is employed in extraction, and 
disappeared, the glass and the skin were | inmediately there “escaped matter, to- 
dry, and the cuticle, on being accurately | gether with some aqueous humour. The 
examined by a strong glavs, presented i0| Jain of the eye was immediately relieved ; 
trace of the mercurial salts—a proof that) tor two days there was a discharge of 
it had also been absorbed, and that the the watery humour over the cheek, and 
water had not evaporated ; for if this had eon age Mars ter spel setae quite 
be n the case a portion of the corrosive clear at its upper half, the surfsce ot the 
sublimate would have been found on the | alcers regular, the iris of a dark brown 
skin. colour, the anterior chamber free from 
|matter, and nearly filled with aqueous 
jhumour. On the sixth day after the 
operation the cure was completed and 
On the Evacuation of the Contents of the tue sight restored ; there only remained 

anterior Chamber. by Dr. Basepow | three small opacities, which disappeared 

of Merseburg. Griife’s and Waither’s| in a short time, from the local application 

Journal, fur die Clerurgie. Vol. 8.—| of some stimulating remedies. 


Ne. 4.) | Case Il.—A servant maid, in Krenpan, 
It has appeared to me very remarkable, struck her eye with an ear of barley, 
how seldom this operation, the emptying! which gave rise to an inflammation of the 
of the anterior chamber, as recommended | part. The complaint assumed the rheu- 
by Mr. Wardrop, is resorted to as an witi- matic character, and in two days from 
mum remedium, when the termination of the accident the conjunctiva and sclerotic 
inflammation of the eye in the production were affected. Bleeding, cold applica- 
of matter threatens the patient with the tions, and purgatives afforded no relief; 
loss of this organ. All the remedies there formed on the iris small points of 
which lessen the general action and sti- matter; the pupil became contracted, the 
mulate the absorbents often prove inef- cornea projected, cloudy, and ulcerated, 
fectual in removing the moatter, avd in| and the anterior chamber was a third full 
my own practice, where the most oppo | with pus. I saw the patient in this state 
site plans of treatment h d been employ- | at her own lodgings, and immediately 
ed without advantage, I have performed punctured the cornea with a common lan- 
the incisio cornew with complete success. cet. The aqneous humour escaped with 


SURGERY. 
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FREQUENT LOSS OF 


the matter, and the peculiar aching pain 
in the eye disappeared, but soon after the 
patient complained of a shooting pain in 
the eye brow. Two days from this I saw 
the patient again, and was told that after 
the operation vomiting had come on. On 
opening the eye-lid I found no amelio- 
ration; there was more matter than be- 
fore in the anterior chamber, and the 
wound had healed. I immediately saw 
that instead of puncturing I ought to have 
made the incisto cornex. I immediately 
took a cataract knife and made an inci 
sion two thirds of the size used for ex- 
traction, to the lower part of the cornea, 
and as close as possible to the sclerotic. 
Two days afterwards the patient remark 


ed, every now and then, an escape of 


water from the eye, which was followed 
each time by an alleviation of the sense 
of pressure in this ergan ; the wound soon 
healed, and ten days afterwards I again 
sew the patient; the eye had recovered 
its natural size; there was an opacity 
trom the ulcers as well as from the wound, 
which last made it difficult for the person 
to see objects situated much below her 
Besides this there was a drawing of the 
pupil backwards from synechia posterio 
tis; but in the horizontal direction and 
upwards the sight was not impajred in 


the least. 


Case I11.—A man, fifty years old, was 
attacked with acute ophthalmia, for which 
he applied to me for assistance. I found 
the anterior surface of the cornea very 
convex, but smooth and not ulcerated ; 
itpresented, however, a completely yel- 
low appearance, which was given to it 
‘rom matter within the eve. I requested 
that a medical gentleman of the place 
might be cailed im consultation, and alter 
taling the doubttul nature of the result, 
we determined on making the incixio 
cornew. I performed the operation, when 

considerable quantity of matter and 
aqueous humour escaped. The iris could 
now be perceived ; it was of a greenish 
colour,and covered with point. of matter. 
On the tollowing morning the anterior 
chamber was again filled, and the wound 
had closed; the pain of the eye was re- 
moved, but it was still very sensible to 
the light. The pain returned in three 
days, and the quantity of matter had in- 
creased, so that I determined on repeat 
ing the operation. In two days’ time I 
had the satisfaction of finding the eye 
completely recovered, 

I will add a fourth case where this ope- 
raion was practised with advantage, 
in true traumatic ophthalmia. A labourer, 
wt. 54, was operated on for, cataract, on 
the 15th of August 1821 ; the operation 


THE NOSE IN RUSSIA, 


was that of reclination. In the evening 
violent pain and a sense of heat came on 
inthe operated eye. Cold fomentations 
and bloodletting eased these symptoms, 
but on the 16th the conjunctiva was swol- 
len and of a dark red, the upper lid at- 
tacked with an erysipelatous inflamma- 
tion, and the cornea hazy ; the corwea was 
distended from the anterior chamber, con- 
taining an unusually large quantity of 
aqueous humour, and there was a sense 
of tightness, with pain in the eye, all in- 
dicating the speedy formation of matter. 
The paracentesis cornew was immediately 
performed, and on the 17th, every one of 
the symptoms disappeared, and the eye 
was restored to its natural state as far as 
the inflammation of the tunics, or any 
other part was concerned 


| 
On the frequent occurrence 


of the Loss of 
the Nose in Russia, By Vr. Epwarp 
Grare.*  (Ibid.) 

Ir will be soon perceived, by a mere 
giauce at both modern and old authors on 
the state of disease in Russia, that in no 


jcountry does the loss of the nose move 


| frequently occur, EF. S. V. BessaraBsky, 


lin his recent work on Podolia, speaks ou 
| this subject in the following words : 


| 
*“ Although 
for some time past in 


svphilis bes diminished 
the Ukrane, an 
‘one might seck in vain for instances si 

| lar to those mentioned hy La Pon Taine ;> 
yet still the ravages which it even at 
present makes are sufficient to attract 
attention. An animal desire for coition 
which exists among the Polish Jews, and 
which is said to depend on their food, 
| this consis-ing chiefly of strong roots, is 
assigned as the canse, why this disease is 
found in this people in its most aggravated 
forms. Svphilis among them is malig- 
|nant and destructive; the venereal sores 
jextend themselves over all the paris of 
generation, and sometimes the whole 
of the body. From all the modifications 
lof this disease, says Svrork,} 


fone 18 

* The title is, ** Nachrichten iiber Podo- 
lien Bussarabien und die Bukovina. Ein 
| Beitrag zur ndheren Kenntniss des siid 
lostlichen Europa’s. Vou BE, S.V. Bessa- 
rabskey. 

+ Among 100 recruits he found 80 sy- 
philitic. 

t Stork’s historisch-statistisches Gem- 
jnalde des russischen, 1. Th. S. 
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more frequently observed then the sores 
on the nose, and there is perhaps no land 


cold frost, are the reasons, Now also in 
Siberia, the loss of the nose is common. 
Y. G. Gmelin, in his travels throngh Si- 
beria, says, that in no part of the world 
had he met withso many persons without 
noses as in Tobolski. e cold he con- 
sidered could not be the cause, as it was 
not colder there than in Petersburg, 
where such effects of the disease are ob- 
served, but much less frequently, Up to 
the present time no attempts have been 
made for supplying the loss of the old 
nose by the formation of a new one.” 


THERAPEUTICS. 
CG ph in Rhe t 

In the May number of the Revue Medi- 
cale, there is an account by M. Dupas- 
quies on cases of acute rheamatism cured 
by camphor fumigations. The best 
manner of administering the tumiga- 
tions, says M. D., is to expose the pa- 
tients to the action of the camphor 
vapour, in a kind of encasement. The 
portative fumigating boxes, devised by 
M. Dr. Rapon, are peculiarly fitted for 
this purpose. If the patients are not 
sufficiently rich to be able to procure 
the fumigating apparatus, the best sub- 
stitute is to place them on a chair, put 
& a small farnace, and the top of the 
brnace is covered by a metallic plate. 
The patients must then be covered with 

great quantity of linen, which onght to 
~¢ pulled tight about the neck, and de- 
scend to the ground. 
powdered camphor is then to be thrown 
on the metallic plate every five minutes ; 
it becomes immediately volatile, and the 
parts with which the vapour comes in con- 
tact never fail to be covered with per- 
Spiration. This operation is to be con- 
tinued from three quarters of a hour to an 
hour, just as the patients bear with a 
greater or less ease the temperature of 
the vapour, which may be carried to 
forty-five degrees centigrade, and even 
above that. After the operation is termi- 
nated the patients are wrapped up in the 
same clothes which served to contain the 
vaponr, after which they are placed in 
bed and allowed to perspire. Half an 
ounce of camphor is generally sufficrem 
for a fumigation, but the dose may be 
carried still further. If the pain is con- 





fined to any particular part, the fumiga- 
tion may then be applied to the part af- 
fected. 
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A teaspoontul of 





| Bite of a Viper, treated by the application 
of Cupping-Glasses. 


in Earope where there are more men seen, 
without noses, than Poland. Partly the! 
syphilitic disease, and partly the very | 


A man, 46 years of age, subject to 
attacks of epilepsy. followed by mental 
alienation, was bitten by a viper on two 
parts on the back of the left hand. Two 
hours afterwards there was pain, with 
cedema of the limb, the volame of which 


|had become double its usual size ; shiver. 


ing, action of the heart feebie, want of 
pulsation in the radial and carotid arte- 
ries, syncope, nansea, vomitings, invo- 
luntary excretion of feces, enormous tu- 
mefaction of the face. 

A cupping-glass applied on the wounds 
evacuated the serosity, with which a 
young cat was inoculated, without pro- 
ducing any evil consequences. 

No blood came from the lips of the in- 
cision which were under the vacnum, 
The internal symptoms ceased. The limb 
was attacked on the following day with 
phiegmonous erysipelas, which disap- 
peared on applying cataplasmata and 40 
leeches. A lotion of sugar and water was 
the only internal remedy employed. 

M. Piorry believes that this fact proves 
more than any other the efficacy of 
cupping-glasses in cases of poisoned 
wounds. This, says he, is perhaps the 
first time that this remedy has been em- 
ployed in the human species to the ex- 
clusion of every other. 


The remaining part of the work of 
Mons. Piorry embraces the following 
questions :— 

1. What is the modus operandi of the 
poison of the viper? 

The author establishes, from conclusions 
and facts, that the blood is primitively, 
and that the organs and the brain are 
secondarily, changed. The first effect of 
the poison is asthenic, but ultimatety in- 
flammation may supervene. 

2. Can the wound ofa single viper be 
mortal to man? 

Fontana has resolved this question ne- 
gatively. The object of his experiments 
was, to determine the quantity of poison 
necessary to kill an animal of a known 
size. From his calculations, men could 
not die in consequence of the bite of a 
viper. 

3. What is the mode of action of the 
cupping-glass ? 

The author believes that the inflamma. 
tory action it produces, by retarding ab- 
sorption, has more effect than the ex- 
traction of the poison. Nevertheless he 
does not deny that pait of the poison may 
be extracted, but he believes with the 
Committee appointed to examine the ex- 
periments of Dr. Barry, our countryman, 
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APOTHEVARIES’ COMPANY v. FERNYHOUGH. 


that the fluid absorbed in the vessels does 
not return to the wound. 

4. Does the action of the cupping glass 
prove any thing in favour of Dr. Barry's 


hypothesis on the course of the venous 


blood ? 

The author is of a different opinion. 
For, says he, the force which causes the 
blood to circulate in the veins comes 
from the capillaries, and not from the 
heart. By compressing a vein of the 
arm, you will be convinced of the fact; 
and besides, in bleeding we never see the 
air to enter in the upper part of the vein, 
or if this misfortune has taken place, it is 
very rare. The venous circulation also 
goes on in the feetus, which does not 
breathe. 





OXFORD CIRCUIT. 
Stafford, Monday, July \7th. 


THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY wv. FERNY- 
HOUGH, 


This was an action brought by the Wor- 
shipful Company against Mr. Fernyhough, 
to recover pevalties under the Act of 53th 
George IIl, for the better regulation of 


England and Wales, he having practised 
since the Ist of August, 1615, without the 
regular certificate. 


Mr. Taunton pleaded the cause of the 
Worshipful Company, aud having called se- 
veral witnesses, who proved that Mr. Ferny- 
hough had professiouvally attended them, the 
learned Counsel, to show that Mr. Feruy- 
hough had not successfully studied the 
Engiish language, and had not been qualified 
for his profession by a liberal education, 
read the following answer, which he sent to 
Apothecaries’ Hall, when application was 
made to him fur his quaiification : 


** To Edmund Bacot, Esq. 
Apothecaries’ Halil, London. 
Sir,—I received yours on the 16th iust., 
and was much surprised, on perusing the 
conteuts. The person who As given the in- 
formation to the Master and Wardeus of the 
Society of Apothecaries, respecting my not 
being duly qualified to practise as an Apothe- 
cary, is incorrect. If I had been called upon 
by that person, whoever 1T may be, | could 
sovu have satisfied him that | had a legal 
right to act as an Apothecary, and he would 
have appeared more like a gentleman ; but 
asthe matter as proceeded so far, 1 beg to 
inform you that 


was ——— as an Apo- | 
theeary prior to the Act of Parliament passed | 


Ne. 152. 


forthe better regulation of Apothecaries in 
England and Waies. | entered into partner- 
ship with a respectable medical geutleman 
the Ist day of June, 1415, cousequently the 
stamped articles of agreement of copartuer- 
ship, which instrament is iv my possession, 
wi clearly prove that | am leg dly authorised 
ty» practise as an apothecary; the: efore your 
informant is in error iu supposing that | was 
vot duly qualified ; but [ understand there is 
ageuileman in the ueighbourhood carrying 
ou the medical practice, who is liable to the 
peualties imposed by the said Act.—l am, 
Sir, your obedient Servant, 


J. Fernyuouca. 
Yoxhall, near Litchfield, 
Dec. 19, 1825.” 


A copy of the defendant’s baptismal re- 
gister was then put in, to shew that in Fe- 
bruary 1818, he was only 16 years of age, 
according to that record. 


Mr. James Heap, druggist, of Woiver- 
hampton, eae that the defendant had 
been with him from the year 1810 to the 
year 1814. 

Cross examined: He had free acess to his 
library, was very atientive, and made up 
the usual prescriptions correctly; if he did 
not entirely understand the Latiu language, 
he had a dictionary always for reference, 
and knew it technically, as well 4s the figures 
used to describe weight and measure; he 
was very diligeut while with him. 








Mr. Wm. Gaunt proved, that he had at- 
| te: led the defendaut during an illness, when 
the practice of Apothecaries throughout; ae was 16 years of age. He told him he had 


been an apprentice to Mr. Heap, of Wolver- 
hampton, but had left him because his fa- 
ther could not raise the fee of 1001. after he 
had been there six mouths. He had never 
been witness's assistant, though he resided 
for ashort time in his house as a patieut. 
Mr Fernyhough's habits were those of a 
farmer's son; he was not studious, and he 
never saw him look iuto a book for eight 
mouths. He was in his house from the end 
of the year 1414 to the begiuning of 1815. 

Cross examined : He had never agreed to 
give Fernyhough money for assistance, nor 
had he ever attended any of his patients, 
lhe names of several persons were men- 
tioned to the witness, but he denied that 
Mr. Fernyhough had ever professionally at- 
tended any of them on ais account, or made 
up prescriptions for him. Hy. never said to 
one Knot that Fernyhough was Jearuing the 
profession from him, and would make a 
clever fellow. He remained four months 
after his restoration to health in witness's 
house, and had paid nothing in return. He 
never heard of any action having been insti- 
tuted agaiust him by Mr. Fernyhough, for 
non-payment. of wages for professional 
assistance. He was positive nove had ever 





been brought. He had repeatedly begged of 
defendant to leave his house, to make roa.e 
fur an appreautice, who had 2001, to give as 
& premium. 
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502 APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY v. FERNYHOUGH. 
Two witnesses discredited (according to} Several other witnesses corroborated the 
their opinion) the testimony of Mr. Gaunt. | evielence that Mr. acy ogy = had been the 
| principal acting man in Mr. Sutton’s business 
Edward Forris produced a bill, dated from | early in 1415, and since ; of which, as well 
1814 to i819, for medical attendance given | as of Mr. Gaunt’s, he had obtained some 
by Mr. Sutton, in which there was no part- | share. 
uership of Fernyhough alluded to. 
Mr. Jervis said, he had cpwards of 20 
Cross examined : Witness knew that the! witnesses to show that the defendant was 
defendant did a great deal of Mr. Sutton’s | recognized as a partner with Mr. Sutton, 
business, and always gave the best sari-fac- | had walked the hospitais, and was known by 
tion to the country. He wou.d have him in! several eminent physicians of the county, as 
preference to any other doctor on any future a skilful man. He must call them, unless 
occasion. jthe Learned Counsel for the prosecution 
| ve in. 
Mr. Jervis addressed the Jury at great |°* 
length for the defendant, and called the fol-| Mr. Taunton declined complying with this 
lowing witnesses. requisition. 






Mrs. Mary Fernyhough, the mother of the . . 
defe ntnt, whe was now 33 years of ave, | e_. ee ee ee 
said he was born on Plough Monday, 1794, lai ar — ——. th c ned mie 
but not christened till the year 1797. She | lefe ~<rees oe es &.. > Se 
described the progress of his education from D yo 7 er ntenae ad tae t bey 
the village to the boarding-school of Dove- | 27: %OMES3 © ; licial 2 th he a 
ridge and elsewhere ; afterwards tracing him |U™MOOY Was extra-judicial, as the Act o 
~y * Heap’s Ste. Gaunt’s. and Bie, Gee- Parliament specified the mode in which the 
ton’s, to the last of whom she had furnished professional ne ‘pH ae 
1001. for her son to be admitted into part- | ey to be a — at mode was 
nership with him. y @ particular examination. 

; ; Mr. Jervis strongly pressed for the further 
antcary Fermhourh, » consi, of defnd- | examinaiton of hie wtncaet, and raid 
and upon the articles of partnership with | 4s due to the yee after his skill and 
Mr. Sutton being produced, said, that the | Orthography had been so impugned. 
hand-writing of the witness to the deed! wr. Justice BuRRovGH said, that the at- 
was that yh ne late brother, who died om | tack was all nousense; he had known gen- 
the 17th of March, 1616. tlemen of the bar to write the words, ops, 


Wm. Cooper proved that he saw the de- er ae 
fendaut repeatedly assisting Mr. Gaunt in! Mr. Taunton replied. 
—_— operations in _ Gaunt’s surgery, 
as well as making up medicines for him. e . ss 
also saw the articles of partnership executed Bo * ustive Rumen. Lge wy | he 
at Mr. Sutton’s. in May, 1615, and the pay- | mestion Was whether the. defendant had 
ment of the 100/. by Mr. Fernyhongh. Sut- | hmaor we) as an apothecary on his own ac- 
ten was very much addicted to liquor, and ac hefore the Ist of August, 1415? for 
— ow Lat -s — = pte. = if he had, then there was an end of the case 

e nership the whole of the active emg : . 

Ane 2 |he being, under such circumstances, ex- 
Guten of the business devolved upon the copied from ‘i penal operation of the last 
pe i Act of Parliament, for the better regulation 

In his cross-examination, he could not | of the trade of Apothecaries ; and their de- 
specify the particular money of which the! cision upon that fact entirely depended on 
100/. consisted. the pe which sh — pe. testi- 

- ti of partner 

Mr. Heap, of Wolverhampton, being re- een bly «ata . 
called, proved that the defendant had paid 
je . pe his signing > inten, 
which were afterwards cancelled, in conse-| Verdict for the DEFENDANT. Applause. 

sence of disagreements between the par- . , 

es. 

, The indentures with Mr. Heap, and arti- 
ticles of partnership with the late Mr. Sut- 
ton, were then read in evidence. —_—— 

Mr. Thomas Rushton, solicitor, proved 
on he first saw — yw of partuership | 
four years ago; they were then unstamped ; | 
but in April, 1825, he sent them to London, | 

them stamped, as t now were, | 
for the defeniant. . ‘| 
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THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, July 29, 1826. 


—— 

COLLECTANEA. 
Ir has for some time been rumoured 
in certain quarters, that the Worshipful 
Company of Pharmacopolists, alarmed 


at the recent indications of their ap- 
proaching downfall, had resolved, during 


the interval between the dissolution and | 


| that in seeking out cases for enforcing 


the next session of Parliament, to make 


a vigorous effort in vindication of their | 


privileges, and to convince mankind that 


medical interests could not be confided to) 
a more dignified and efficient body, than | 


tion of a great majority of our readers ; 
lest there should be any, however, whose 
notice this delectable specimeu of Wor. 
shipful vigour may have escaped, we 
have inserted a brief abstract of the 
principal facts of the case as reported 
in the Morning Chronicle of July 19th. 
A more vexatious and oppressive pro- 
ceeding than this prosecution of Mr. Fer- 
nyhough, never, perhaps, disgraced a pub. 
lie body. If the Worshipful Company of 
Apothecaries were capable of exercising 
| a sound discretion, it might be imagined 





the penalties of the Apothecaries Act,they 
|would select either those in which the 
| parties had recently attempted to invade 
it, by starting as unlicensed practitioners, 


that of the incorporated retailers of rhu- | or those in which, having long operated 


barb, who have so long oppressed the 
profession by the mercenary exercise of 
powers which ought never to have been 
conceded to them, and degraded it by 
their legislaterial imbecility. We have 
now before us the first fruits of their 
vigorous resolutions, in the prosecution of 
an individual of the name of Fernyhongh 
at the assizes for the county of Stafford ; 
and we suspect that this is nearly the last 
act of dotage which they will have an op- 
portunity of committing. The Profession 
must and will be emancipated fom the 
domination of these contemptible huck- 
sters, who succeeded, through the absurd 
efforts of the ** Associated Apothecaries,” 


in smuggling through Parliament an act. 


upon their fellow creatures without li- 


cense, had recently furnished proof 
of their incapacity by some signal in- 
stances of ignorance and failure. Now 
what is the situation in which Mr. Ferny- 
hongh stands, as it appears from the 
evidence on the part of the prosecution. 
Mr. Heap, a draggist of Wolverhampton, 
stated, that the defendant lived with him 
from 1810 to 1814, that he was studious 
and diligent, and that he knew enough 
of Latin technically to make up prescrip- 
tions with accuracy. In the year 1815, 


Mr. Fernyhough went to reside with Mr, 





Sutton, a surgeon at Yoxall, and from 
that period up to the present time, he 
has been constantly engaged in medical 





framed for their own emolument, and | practice. Not a single instance of pro- 
who, consistently with the spirit of the | fessional ignorance was attempted to be 
enactment, have never ceased to employ | made out against him; on the contrary, 
itas an instrument of profit. The Old | the witnesses called by the prosecutors to 
Ladies have lived too long ; they abuse | | prove that he acted as an apothecary, 
the privileges of anility, and they have | “expressed their satisfaction at the man- 
become a public, as well as a professional | ner in which their cases were treated, 
nuisance, which must and will be abated. | and their confidence in the defendant's 

The case of The Apothecaries’ Company | skill. An attempt was, indeed, made to 
v. Fernyhough has, we doubt not, by this prove, that he was unfit to praciise as an 
time, excited the contempt and indigna-| apothecary on another ground, and this 
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oo THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY. 


is not the least curious part of the pro- 
ceedings. Of a truth, the attempt was 
worthy of the Worshipful Company ; they 
do not pretend to justify the enforcement 
of a penal statute against an individual 
who had been ten years engaged in prac- 
tice, on the only ground which could war- 
rant such a proceeding, viz. his want of 


at the bar, indeed, observed that the 
Worshipful Company examined candidates 
in Virgil ; God help him, for his simplicity; 
he little knew the intellectual staff from 
which these incorporated tradesmen are 
selected. 


Of the two errors with which the Old 


Ladies charge Mr. Fernyhough, the ortho- 


professional skill ; but the language which | graphical one comes within the limits of 


they have the effrontery to hold towards 
this individual is this: —‘* We are inform- 


their critical capacity ; Mr. F., it seems,* 
writes the word has as it is pronounced 


ed by our ferret, an apothecary in your |in the counties of Stafford and Worcester 


neighbourhood, that you have no autho- 
rity to practise; you maintain the con- 
trary in a letter of which the orthography 
is faulty, and the grammar otherwise in- 
accurate; we have, besides, good reason 
to believe that your classical education 
has been neglected, and we therefore hold 
you to be a fit object fur prosecution.” 

It cannot be denied, that if a knowledge 
of the Latin language, and an accurate 
acquaintance with the principles of gram- 
mar were to be insisted upon as indispen- 
sable qualifications in apothecaries, the 
erop of pharmacopolists, metropolitan as 
well as provincial, would be very con- 
siderably reduced. We cannot defend 
Mr. Fernyhough’s scholarship ; still less 
can we defend the five years’ education 
Aehind the ccunter, which is a part of the 
system upheld by the Worshipful Old 
Ladies of Rhubarb Hall; and which 
cannot be rendered more efficient by 
any regulations or tests these senile 
dames are capable of framing or apply- 
ing. But if grammatical and classical 
knowledge were indispensable qualifica- 
tions, we should be glad to know what 
would become of the Old Ladies them- 
selves? Their functions and their mono- 
poly must from that moment cease ; not 
another ounce of senna or magnesia could 
they vend from their counters at a profit 
commensurate with the superior purity of 
their cathartics, to their costive and cre- 
dalous customers. One of the gentlemen 


without the initial aspirate; the other 
grammatical charge, however, as might be 
expected, is a failure,and tends only to 
establish the ignorance of the Worshipful 
Apothecaries. The evidence touching Mr, 
F.’s lack of Latin also breaks down ; the 
village schoolmaster, it is true, proves 
that he only tanght him “the matter of 
writing and arithmetic ;” but it appears 
that Mr. F. afterwards went to a board- 
ing school, where he no doubt acquired 
the minimum of Latin, which is all that his 
prosecutors themselves possess. 
question is not whether Mr. Fernyhough 
is an accomplished scholar, or whether 
even his English orthography is immacu- 


But the 


late, but whether during an uninterrupted 
practice of eleven years, he has in any case 


or cases, manifested such a degree of 


professional unskilfalness as to just fy the 
Apothecaries’ Company in point of decency 
and moral justice in instituting this pro- 











* This prosecution, which was intended 
to expose the ignorance of an apothecary, 
seems rather to have developed that of 
the gentiemen at the bar. Mr. Jervis 
charged one of his learned brethren with 
a neglect of the aspirate, which we cer- 
tainly never detected i in any weil educated 
gentleman ; as to Mr. Fernyhough’s or- 
thography, Mr. Justice Borough remarked 
that the objection to it was all nonsense ; 
he knew gentlemen of the bar who pro- 
nounced hops and horses—ops and orses ; 
peculiarfties we should have supposed to 
be confined to that class of persons re- 
presented by the celebrated Mr. Green 
(not Josepu Henry) in Tom and Jerry. 





t the 
jidates 
licity; 
from 
on are 


e Old 
ortho- 
nits of 
ems,* 
unced 
cester 
other 
ght be 
nly to 
hipfal 
ng Mr, 
n; the 
proves 
tter of 
ppears 
board- 
quired 
hat his 
but the 
yhough 
hether 
amacu- 
rupted 
ny case 
ree of 
t fy the 
ecency 
is pro- 


tended 
hecary, 
that of 
Jervis 
on with 
we cer- 
jucated 
sh’s or- 
marked 
INSENSE ; 
10 pro- 
| orses ; 
ored to 
ons re- 
Greea 
Jerry. 


MR. BRODIE. 606 


most inefficient, and it would be a source 
of deep regret to us if it were genial. 


secution. This question is sufficiently 
answered in the evidence produced by the 
Worshipful Apothecaries ; that they have 
abused the powers given them by the Act 
of Parliament and converted them into 
an instrument of oppression, is demon- 
strated by their own witnesses. On the 
part of the defendant, a number of per- 
sons proved that he had given great sa- 
tisfaction as a medical practitioner, in 
short that he was the popular apothecary 
of the village of Yoxall. Mr. Ferny- 
hough’s Counsel was anxious to call seve- 
ral physicians, who were ready to corro- 
borate this testimony, but their evidence 
was considered unnecessary by the learned 
Judge, since the case turned.upon the fact 
of Mr. Fernyhough’s having been in part- | 
nership with Mr. Satton, prior to the Ist 
of August, 1815, which exempted him 
from the operations of the, Act; this 
having been proved, a verdict was re- 
turned for the defendant, and it was fol- 
lowed by one of those spontaneous ebul- 
litions of public feeling by which vex- 
ations and oppressive prosecutions are 
commonly stigmatised—it was received 
with opplause. The Old Hags were in effect 
hooted out of Court, and whatever reso- 
lutions they might have formed of follow- 
ing up this prosecution by others of a 
similar description, they are not much 
disposed, we suspect, to return to the 
charge. This prosecution has, in fact, 
overwhelmed them with disgrace. Let it 
be remembered that Mr. Fernyhough had 
been rearly eleven years in practice at the 
period when this action was tried, and no 
instance of professional mal-practice was 
adduced by his prosecutors ; this fact of 
itself is sufficient to characterise the pro- 
ceeding. 


Let it not be understood from the fore- 
going remarks that we advocate the 


In our next number, now that we are 
on the subject, we will enter into a /egat 
discussion on the Apothecaries’ Act; and 
we will prove to the satisfaction of every 
individual who is capable of compre- 
hending the simplest proposition, that the 
convictions which have already taken 
place under this Act are illegal, and that 
they would not have occurred had the 
Counsel for the defendants understood 
the /aw of the cases in which they were 
engaged. In fact, we will prove that 
this Act need no longer disgrace the sur- 
gical profession, and that ina pecuniary 
point uf view it is not worth the Old 


| Hags of Rhubarb-Hall! a single straw. 





We have received we hardly know how 
many letters, respecting the clinical lee- 
ture of that egotistical “ Hole and Corner” 
little gentleman, Bropie, which we pub 
lished in our last Number, and we cannot 
do less than plead guilty to the charge of 
having occupied a page of our Journal to 
little purpose. The modest gentleman 
tells us, that “ the cure of fistula by the 
common operation is often tedious,” &c. 
&c. &c., and that HE was induced to 
adopt another method—actually to divide 
the circle of fibres at the end of the rec- 
tum ; in fact, to cut th:ough the sphincter 
ani! And this is a new method! an 
operation, we should think, which he 
witnessed a hundred times during his 
apprenticeship; and yet in 1826 it ists 
operation—nis thunder! Mighty man! 
No individual has exhibited a greater 
horror than Bropre at the practice of 
publishing the lectures of Hospital Sur- 
geons; we know WHy, and so shali the 





sufficiency of Mr. Fernyhough’s medical 


education ; on the contrary, we deem it! 
‘ 


profession. 











566 THE MUSEUM. 


The new operation of EXPLORATION, 
for which the profession and the public 
are indebted to the talent and ingenuity ! 
ef Joe Gres, was performed with its 
usual brilliant success the other day, at 
Sz. Georce’s Hospitat. A boy, under the 
eare of a physician, (we believe the re- 
nowned accouchear Dr. Hewett,) had a 
large tumour on his right side, the nature 
of which the learned Cambridge professor 
could not well understand. He was there- 
fore induced to call in the assistance of a 
pure surgeon (of which animals this Hospi- 
tal affords av abundant store), in order to 
cut into it some how or any how, to disco- 
ver of what said lamp was composed ; ac- 
cordingly Mr. Rose performed Joseru 
Henry's operation of EXPLORATION, 
which he accomplished by thrusting a 
a trocar into the poor lad’s side, and 
drew off a table spoonful or two of fluid 
(of which we should be happy to see an 
analysis by Dr. Prour,) and, as it was 
anticipated, a post-mortem examination 
took place in a few days, when it ap- 
peared that the tumour was neither an 
ovarian dropsy, vor an enlarged uterus, but 
a fungus heamatodes of the right kidney ! / 


“ The Sons of Art all medicines tried, 
And ev'ry noble remedy applied; 
With emulation each essay’d 
His utmost skill; nay, more, he pray'd! 
Never was losing game with better con- 
duct play'd. 
oo * . . . * 


Death never won a stake with greater 
toil!” 


Patrick MacGrecor observed one 
day at the Medical Board, when a cer- 
tain book was the subject of conversation, 
that it was at least wel/ written ; at which 
Avrnor Guturie, with his usual modest 
air, exclaimed, “* We can all write English, 
it is to be hoped”! .! 








Mr. Earte, like Mr. Stancey, always 
appears to be in a fidget when he is in 


the presence of Mr. Lawrence ; indeed, 


| oue would suppose from the twinkling of 


his eyes when he looks Mr. L. in the face, 
that he perceived too much light. During 
one of Mr. Earte’s fidgety exacerba- 
tions last week in the ANATOMICAL THE- 
ATRE, whilst a post mortem examination 
was taking place, he said to Mr. Lawrence, 
“ How very hot itis in this Theatre to-day?” 
“ Why, yes,” rejoined Mr. L., “ that I 
think is not at all surprising, considering 
the season of the year—this Theatre was 


built, you know, for winTER couRsEs !” 


** What, in the name of all that is che- 
mical,” said a gentleman to Jog Burns, 
** could have induced TRAVERs to write 
such a prescription in a case of diarrhea 
as was reported in Tue Lancer of last 
week ; in fact, for what purpose did he 
give his patient Gypsum?” “ For what 
purpose!” exclaimed Jor, ‘* why he 
wanted to take a cast of the man’s guts, 


to be sure.” 


At length the College folks have 
thought proper to unlock the Museum to 
the Members on Mondays and Fridays, 
from 12 to 4 o'clock, throughout the year. 
Each Member is now allowed to intro- 
duce three or four friends. Is this an 
act of pure benevolence, or has it been 


forced upon them? 


—_—_—— 
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PARALYSIS OF THE LEFT EXTREMITIES. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


HOSPITAL OF SURGERY, 
Panton Square, St. James's. 


[The Report of this Case, and the Re- 
marks, were written by Mr. Quarn.]} 


E. M., xtat. 20. This female has for 
nearly six months laboured under paraly- 
sis of both the extremities of the left 
side; she was assisted into the hospital, 
being totally incapable of moving her 
left leg, or of supporting herself upon it. 
The left arm huvg motionless by her side, 
its substance was considerably lessened, 
and the deltoid muscle in patticalar so 
flaccid and wasted that the limb seemed 


507 


way as the arm, and with the same 
consequences ; namely, complete loss of 
the power of motion, the sensibilily being 
stil retained. 

On the closest inquiry it could not be 
discovered that she at any time suffered 
the slightest suspension or diminution of 
her intelligence ; her articulation is now 
quite natural, and her answers tu all 
questions prompt and clear. During the 
progress of the symptoms above stated, 
she occasionally took some opening me- 
dicine, and eight leeches were at one time 
applied to the back of the neck, which 
altogether removed the pain of the head ; 
a blister was however placed on the 
same situation, shortly after which the 
pain returned unabated; Mr. Wardrop 
ordered the following draught to be 
taken three times a-day : 

Olei terebinth, gtts. xv. 
Olei ricini, 5s. 


12. The medicine produced 3 or 4 





copious but light-coloured stools; she 


to be supported by the capsular ligament | feels much better, and already begins to 


alone. 


and acromion process, there was a con. | 


siderable depression and interval, in 
which the tendon of the biceps muscle 
could be distinctly felt as it passed over 
the head of the bone. The temperature 
of the arm was nearly nataral, it could 
scarcely be said to differ from that of the 
opposite side; but thongh the power ot 
motion was altogether lo-t, the sensibility 
(at least of the skin) was by no means 
diminished, as she at once perceived the 
slightest pressare or pinching. 

The substance of the lower extremity 
did not appear diminished, yet its tem- 
perature was somewhat below that of 
the other side. The pulse was small and 
weak; the tongue clean at the sides 
and point, but slightly coated towards 
its base; catamenia regular during the 
whole of her iliness. 

On inquising into the previous history 
of her case, Mr. Wardrop learned that 
she had always enjoyed good healih, 
until about 7 months ago, when she was 
seized, withont any assignable cause, with 
asevere painin the back of her head, 
which continned unabated for about ten 
days, when she began to feel a sensation 
of pricking and numbness in the ends ot 
the fingers of her leit hand; it was at 
first perceived in one finger, gradually 
extended to all the others, and atter sume 
time seemed to creep up the whole length 
of the arm towards the top of the shoulder. 
The pricking and numbness were soon 
felt in the toes of the left leg also, 
and thenee gradually proceeded, until 
the whole lim) was affected in the same 





Between the end of the humerus | move the fingers a litle. 


20. The quantity of the oil of turpentine 
was gradualiy increased up to this day, 
the dose being now 35 drops three times 


|a day, in conjunction with the castor oil, 
|which produced 4 or 5 copious stools 
jevery day, she felt some return of the 
}pain in the back of the head, but it has 
/now gone off, the power of moving the 
jfingers is stiil more perceptible, there is 


also some improvement in the leg. 
28. Not so well as before, thinks she 
caught a slight cold, the pain of the head 


‘somewhat returned, the stools still copi-~ 
ous and of the same colour as before. 


R Hydrarg submur, gr. ij. at bed 
time ; 
Pergat c. oleo terebinth. 


30. Much relieved ; pergat. 

June 15. Pulse accelerated, complains 
of thirst and pain of the head ; face and 
eyes appear slightly suffased. 

Owit the mixture. Fmittatnr sanguis 
e vena brachiali ad §viij. 

16. Much better, the bowels freely ac- 
ted on without medicine ; the countenance 
quite natural. 

29. Last night the pain in the head 
returned ; ordered to be cupped op the 
neck to 3viij. 

30. Feels weak and faint from the 
bleeding, but the headache is mech re- 
lieved. 

July 3. A seton was placed im the neck, 
the bowels were freely acted on by 
aloetic pilis, producing 4 or 5 motiows a 
day. 

















4. Much better; was permitted to go 
ont to dayina ; can move the 


carriage 
left leg slightly, and support herself upon 
it. 


Remarks.—It may probably appear pre- 
mature to comment onacase which «4s not 
yet terminated either by a comp’-ce re- 
covery or by death, and which, therefore 
affords no opportunity of pointing out the 
advantage ot a particular mode of prac- 
tice, or of verifying or correcting the 
diagnosis. This case, however, is so 
interesting, and presevts so many cir- 
cumstances tending to establish the diag- 
nosis on rational principles, that there 
can be little hesitation in offering a ra- 
tiorale of the symptoms, 

The disease in the first instance was 
evidently in‘ammatory. This is proved 
by the symptoms which attended ir, 
as well as by the effects of depletion; 
for the head-ache was relieved be- 
fore her entrance into the hospital, by 
bleeding, and since that period, by cup- 
ping, venesection and purging. There is 
sufficient reason to conclude (particularly 
when the patient’s age is considered, ) 
that if these means had been resorted to at 
an early stage, with sufficient decision, 
the effects of the inflammation might 
have been averted, naniely, ** ramoliisse- 
ment,” and consequent paralysis. 


The seat and extent of this derange- 
ment can only be determined by con- 
sidering the function which is injured by 
it. The pain always referred to the head, 
may induce a suspicion of the affection 
heing situated in that part; buat if it 
were seated in the hemispheres of the 
brain, the memory, power of utterance, 
or some of the intellectnal faculties would 
have been affected in some degree, which 
effect would have gone on increasing in 
proportion as the paralysisof the limbs had 
increased; “‘ La paralysie de I'intelli- 
gence a suivi la méme progression que 
celle des membres, excepté dans trois, 
cas ot la maladie n’affectait pas les he- 
mispheres du cerveau.” (Lallamund, Let. 
2. 249. 

When “ ramollissement” is seated in 





the pons varolii, and particularly when 
the affection extends to the crura cereéri, | 
the power of utterance is lost, the paraly- 
sis becomes general, and death takes) 
place at a very early period. 

The situation of the * ramollissement” | 
then, in the present case, appears to be | 
in some part of the medulla spinalis, and 
that part can be assigned by considering 
the functions of the nerves which arise 
from it, and the effects known to be pro-| 
duced by injuries of them. As the an- 
terior roots of these nerves supply the 
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CANCER OF THE BREAST. 


power of motion, and the posterior that 
of sensibility, it is fair to conclude that 
when, as in the present case, the power of 
motion is lost, the sensibility remaining 
unimpaired, \he anterior roots of the »pi- 
nal nerves or the part of the medulla 
from which they arise, are destroyed or 
injured ; the vosferior remaining in their 
natural state. There is a very remarka- 
ble case reported by Ollivier, which 
clearly proves the correctness of this in- 
ference. A patient in the hospital at 
Charenton, complained for some years of 
weakuess of the lower extremities ; he 
ultimately became confined altogether to 
his bed, in which he lay with his thighs 
flexed on the pelvis, avd the legs on the 
thighs without being able to extend or 
move them in the slightest degree. Still 
these parts retained their natural sen- 
sibility, as was evident on pricking or 
pinching them. After death the corpora 
pyramidalia and olivaria were found 
softened and converted into a greyish 
diffluent pulp, which alieration extended 
along the whole of the anterior part ot 
the medulla, almost to the lumbar region. 
The “ ramollixsement” could be traced 
upwards into the brain through the 
pons varolii, crura cerebri, thalamus and 
corpus striatum, even to some of the 
convolutions. None of the other parts of 
the brain or cerebellum presented any 
sensible change; the posterior part of 
the medulla and the membranes invest- 
ing it were perfectly healthy. 


A case very similar to the above, is re- 
ported in the last number of Magendie’s 
Journal de Physiologie, by M. Velpean, 
an account of which we will publish next 
week.— Ed. 


CANCER OF THE MAMMA, 

A woman sixty eight years of age pre- 
sented herself at this hospital, having a 
very considerable scirrhous tumour of the 
right mamma, the skin of which had he- 
gun to uicerate. On an attentive ex 
amination of the adjacent parts, a small 
indurated gland, from which she felt no 
pain, was detected under the edge of the 
pectoral muscle. The existence of this 


| enlarged gland made Mr. Wardrop ad- 


vance a decided opinion against the 
ertormance of an operation. It is worthy 
of remark, that this woman, though the 
mother of six children, had never suckled 
with the diseased mamma, in consequence 
tf a congenital retraction of the nipple. 
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DISEASED TESTICLE. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


Mr. Bransby Cooper admitted the fol- 
lowing cases into the Hospital on Wed- 
nesday June 21st. 

Males—Abscess of the thigh : injury to 
the head; enlargement of the tonsils; 
disease of the testicle ; nodes, with a scaly 
eruption ; chronic enlargement of the 
knee joint; ulceration of the legs. 

Females — Fungous tumour growing 
from the inferior maxilla; ulcer of the 
leg; ulcer of the foot ;—phagadenic ulce- 
ration of the face. 


INJURY TO THE HEAD. 


report of his state on the 8th of July was 
as beneath :--Has been mach better one 
week ; memory improving ; does not com- 
plain of vertigo, and has had no fits re- 
cently. He says, that when the bowels 
are costive, all the symptoms are much 
aggravated ; he takes a dose of the house 
physic every morning. A seton, which 
ix put in the back of the neck, discharges 
freely. 

On the 22d of June (the day after his 
admission,) Mr. Cooper directed the head 
to be shaved, and the tartar-emetic oint- 
ment to be rubbed over the scalp night 
and morning. 

Calomel, 14 grain: 

Extract of henbane, & grains ; 

Antimonial powder, 3 grains, 


to be taken twice aday. (These pills 





In the case we are about to relate, the 
effects arising from an injury to the head 
occur at a very distant period from the | 
receipt of the accident; they can, how- | 
ever, be clearly traced to that caase. The | 
symptoms which form the patient's com- 
plaint, consist in an interruption to some 
of the cerebral functions, as loss of me- 
mory, with disordered sensations, as ver- 
tigo, tinnitus aurium, &c. 

G. M. etat. 38, somewhat robust and 
healthy in appearance, states, that in the 
month of August 1825, he was thrown 
from his gig, and fell upon his head. 
Severe concussion of the brain was the 
consequence of this fall, and he remained 
for ten days after the accident in a state 
of insensibility, during which time he was 
freely bied, both generally and locally. 
He states that he gradually recovered, 
so as to be enabled in the course of a few 
weeks, to pursue his ordinary avocations. 
He has never been free, however, from 
uneasy sensations in the head, since he| 
received the injury; and within the last 
two months, his mind having been ren- 
dered very anxious by losses in trade, all 
the symptoms have much increased. 

The prevent state of the patient is as 
follows:—loss of memory, as regards 
recent occurrences ; ou attempting to write 
a letter, he cannot, as he emphatically 
expresses it, “ collect his ideas.” He 
writes one sentence correctly, and then 
follows it up with another of an incohe- 
rent nature. Upon looking intently at 
objects, he becomes giddy, and he has 
occasionally fits of a short duration, which, 
from his description, are probably of an 
epileptic character. The pulse is slow 

and hard, the bowels generally open, and 
the general health good, with the excep- 
tion of the cerebral disturbance. 

Under the following plat. of treatment, 
much benefit has been derived, and our 


} 





were continued until the mouth became 
very sore.) 

27. A seton put in the back of the 
neck, and as the tartar-emetic ointment 
has failed in producing much external 
irritation, the tollowing ointment was di- 
rected : 

Ung. lytte, 3\j.; 
Ung. ant. tart. 3yj. Mix. 

30. Omit the former medicines : 


Plummer's pill, 3 grains; 
Extract of hemlock, 3 grains, 
to be taken at bed time. 
Subcarbonate of soda, 10 grains ; 
Infusion of cascarilla, one ounce and 
half, 
to be taken three times a-day. 


The ointment produced a copious crop 
of pustules, and much irritation; poul- 
tices were applied, and a free discharge 
was for some time kept up. 


DISEASE OF THE TESTICLE. 


J. A., wtat. 33, a painter, of spare 
habit, but healthy appearance, states, 
that about three months ago, he received 
a violent blow on the right testicle. He 
experienced very great pain at the time, 
and about a week after, he perceived 
that the testicle began 10 enlarge, at the 


same time becoming painful. His health 
has not been at all affected, and he has 
pursued his ordinary occupation, until 
within a fortnight of his admission. 
Present symptoms.— The testicle is 
larger than a swan’s egg, and of an ob- 
long figure, being rather smailer at its 
apper part than at the lower. It is very 
firm to the feel, but yields to strong pres- 
sure, and is then found to be elastic ; very 
little pain is produced by handling the 
part. There are two small projections, 











670 TETANUS. 


each of about the size of a nut, on the| differ?) He (Mr. K.) thought the fluid 
fore part of the testicle, and these feel|collected in the tunica vaginalis was 
much softer than the remaining part. The | blood. 
swelling extends up to the abdominal! Sir Astley Cooper recommended the 
ring, and is, as it were, pushing up this| plan of treatment laid down by him in 
part, so that it is impossible to ascertain | his Lectures for the cure of chronic en- 
satisfactorily, whether the cord is thick |largement of the testicle, viz. leeches to 
The veins of the scrotum, more|be applied occasionaliy, a cold lotion, 
especially on the right side, are much en-| with the observance of the recumbent 
larged ; the integuments are not mich | position, and the exhibition of five grains 
discoloured. The man complains of ov- | of calomel night and morning. 
casional lancinating pain in the part, and | The patient remains in Naaman’s ward, 
of a dull aching pain in the loins. 'and we shall take a future opportunity 
Mr. Callaway saw the patient about) of recurring to the case. 
three weeks before admission; he made 
a puncture on the fore part, when a 
quantity of serous fluid escaped. 
Mr. Cooper decided that the disease 





The patient affected with modes and 
a scaly eruption, is a middle-aged man, 





was of a malignant nature, and recom 
mended the patient to submit to the ope-| 
ration of castration, and in the mean) 
time the following plan was directed : 
Plummer’ s pill, 5 grains ; 
Extract of henbane, 5 grains, 
to be taken at bed time. 
Extract of sarsap., & dvachm; 
Decoction of ditto, 2 ounces, 
to be taken three times a-day. 
leeches to be applied to the testicle. 


July 4. The man has experienced so 
much relief since he has been in the Hos- 


Ten 


pital, that he now wavers in his resolu- 


tion to undergo the operation. The part 
is not altered in appearance, but there is 
much less pain. 

11. Mr. B. Cooper, being fully im- 
pressed with the belief of the disease be- 
ing of a malignant nature, earnestiy 
pressed the patient to-day to undergo the 
operation. The man, however, obsti- 
nately refused. Mr. Cooper observed, 
that if the patient had assented, he would 
have made an opening into the tunica 
vaginalis previous to undertaking the 
operation tor the removal of the testicle, 
and thas have fully and clearly ascertain- 
ed the nature of the disease. 

Sir Astley Cooper's opinion was re- 
quested on this case, and he visited the 
patient to-day after the proposal to ope- 
rate. Sir Astley differed in opinion from 
his worthy nephew. He said that there 
was enlargement of the testicle, with an 
accumulation of flaid on the fore part. 
Not a word was uttered about fungoid 
disease. Mr. Bransby looked ‘* mumpish 
and glum ;” our worthy friend Callaway, 
who held the same opinion, put the best 
face on the matter, by assuming one of 
his good humoured smiles. The senior 
surgeon of Guy's, (than whom no man 
better understands the art of trimming,) 
was nearly of the same opinion as Sir 
Astiey Cooper. (When does he veniure to 











jand has been ill eighteen months. He 


says, that three years ago, when in 
Brazil, he had a bubo, bat had no chancre 
or other sore on the penis. About 12 
months since, he was attacked with pains 
in the limbs, and for this symptom mer. 
cury was exhibited for a long time, bat 
failed in producing any benefit. There is 
periosteal enlargement on both shins, and 
on the face is a scaly eruption ; the pain 
continue, and they are much aggravated 
at night. He has received much benefit 
from the following plan of treatment :— 


Calomel, one grain and a half; 
Opium, half a grain, 
to be taken every night. 
Extract of sarsaparilla, half a drachm; 
Decoction of ditto, 2 ounces ; 
to be tuken three times a-day. 
Subsequently the calomel and opiam 
were exhibited night and morning, and 
three grains of the sulphate of quinine 
given three times a-day. The sarsaparilla 
mixture omitted. 


TETANUS FOLLOWING THE EXTRACTION 
OF POLYPI FROM THE NOSE, 


Sir Astley Cooper, in going round the 
Hospital on Tuesday last, remarked to 
the pupils, that he had that morning seen 
a gentleman who had symptoms of teta 
nus, which came on shortly after the ex- 
traction of two polypi from the nose. 
The jaws. were partially closed, and the 
patient complained of pain and stiffness 
in the muscles of the thigh on prenen | 
to walk. Sir Astley, however, observed, 
that the symptoms were not acute, and 


hence he was disposed “‘ to augur a fa- 
vourable result.” Sir A. farther said, that 
he had not before met with or heard of 
aease of tetanus succeeding to the ex- 
tractionof a nasal polypus. 
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DEATH BY EXCESSIVE DRINKING. 


CASE IN WHICH DEATH ENSUED FROM 
DRINKING A LARGE QUANTITY OF SPIRI- 
TUOUS LIQUOR, 


A chimney sweep, apparently of abont | 
95 years, was bronght to the Hospital in| 
a wheelbarrow, by bis drunken associates, | 


on Wednesday evening, about 9 o'clock. | 
From the statement we were able to} 
collect, it appeared that the man had} 
drank a large quantity of rum, in an an- 
diluted state. A sum of money had been) 
given to him as a reward for restoring a) 
lost child to its parents ; the poor wretch, | 
with true Hibernian thoughtlessness, has- | 
tened to a pot-house to squander his | 
money, and there drank eighteen glasses 
of rune in rapid succession.* 

The following symptoms were present : | 
aprofound state of coma, with total in- | 
sensibility to external impressions; the 
respiration slow, stertorous, and exceed- | 
ingly laborions; the pulse slow and op-| 

ressed ; both pupils widely dilated, and 
insensible to the stimuins of light; the 
lips of a livid hue; the countenance 
bloated and devoid of expression; the 
odour of spirit was perceptible in the | 
breath. (From this description, it will be | 
seen that the symptoms were closely ana- 
logous to those of apoplexy.) 

The diesser of the week prudently 
jndsed that, under these circumstances, 
it was advisable to empty the stomach 
as speedily as possible. Immediate re- 
course was therefore had to Read's sy-| 
ringe, and the tube being introdaced into | 
the esophagus, a considerable quantity 
of water was first injected, and this, with 
the previous contents of the stomach, | 
were shen quickly removed. The eer 
thus withdrawn smelt strongly of ram, 
aud the operation of filling and emptying 
the ston.ach was repeated until the water | 
returned unchanged. During this pump | 
ing process Mr. Callaway arrived; he | 
directed the external jugular vein to be | 
opened ; this was immedrately done, but | 
only three or four ounces of very dark 
coloured blood could be abstracted. The 
loss of this small quantity of blood, how- 
ever, afforded much relief to the symp- 
toms, and therefore Mr. Callaway thought 
proper to open a vein in the arm ; trom 
Which upwards of twenty ounces of blood 
was obtained. There was now less in- 
sensibility to external stimuli, and when 





* The quantity of ram drank amounted 





to upwards of a quart! From the expe- 
riments of Brande, we find that (on an 
average) rum contains 53.68 per cent. of 
alcohol, consequently this man swallowed | 
more than a pint of pure spirit ! 


Sih 


the arm was punctured by the lancet the 
patient withdrew it, being sensible of 
the pain produced; this effect was not 
observable when the jugular vein was 
opened. The application of candle light 
close to the eyes showed that the irides 
were not entirely fixed, as previous to the 
venesection; they acted, however, very 
feebly. 

After some time had elapsed, a small 
quantity of ammonia, dissolved in water, 
wax injected into the stomach by means 
of Read's Syringe. This was done with 
a view of stimulating the stomach to ac- 
tion, and it had the desired effect, for 
shortly after the exhibition of the ammo- 
nia, the stomach rejected its contents.— 
A colocynth enema was administered, 
which acted freely on the bowels, and 
sinapisms were applied to the soles of 
the feet. 

Notwithstanding the use of these prompt 
and judicions measures, (for the adoption 
of which we give Mr. Callaway much 
credit) the faint «park of hope, which was 
kindled by observing the return of sen- 
sibility in the iris and also in the stomach, 
was speedily extinguished ; the poor man 
relapsed into the same state as when first 
admitted, and expired in about six hours 
from that period. 


Post-mortem Examiation, 


There was much importance attached 
to the examination of this case, and there 
were many speculations on the probable 
state of the brain. M. Ferrus, one of the 
physicians of Salpetrie, was present. The 
body, externally, presented nothing re- 
markable ; the features were somewhat 
distorted. 

There was very firm adhesion between 
the cranium and dura mater, but this 
membrane was not observed to be pre- 
ternaturally vascular. The pia mater was 
not loaded; and the tunica-arachnoides 
was healthy in appearance. The sub- 
stance of the brain, when sliced, present- 
ed more bloody points than natural; there 
was only asmall portion of serum in the 
lateral ventricles, and the vessels of the 
plexus choroides were full. The sinuses 
of the brain were much loaded with blood, 
as were also the large veins of the neck 
and the right side of the heart ; his longs 
were not, however, full of blood. The 
stomach presented nothing unnatural, 
with the exception of several ecchymosed 
spots on the inner surface, at the cardiac 
portion, apparently produced by the tube 
of the stomach pump. 

The post-mortem examination of this 


case must, therefore, be regarded as very 
j Unsatisfactory, for, with the exception of 
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the increased vascularity of the substance 
of the brain, and the ecchymosed spots 
of the stomach, nothing unnatural was 
observed. These two circumstances are 
not sufficient to account for the death of 
the patient, and consequently the true 
pathology of the case remains hidden. 

Mr. Brodie has given us the result of 
some experiments performed on rabbits, 
by injecting proof spirits into the stomach ; 
he found the stomach of these animals 
highly inflamed by the injection of the 
spirit, but never observed any preterna- 
tural appearances in the brain. We think 
it is Dr. Cooke, in his work on Nervous 
Diseases who relates the case of a woman 
that died from drinking a large quantity 
of gin. On examining the brain, a Auid 
was found in the ventricles which had the 
smell and taste of pure gin!—-some of 
** Hodges’s best,” doubtless. In another 
case, in which the patient had takena 
large dose of tincture of asafetida, we 
have been told that the fiuid in the ven- 
tricles smelt strongly of asafetida. Sir 
Everard Home, we believe, affirms that 
gin was present in one case which he 
examined ; we cannot dispute the point 
with ham; he is so much accustomed to 
toddy and maxy, that he cannot be de- 
ceived. Spiritus intas alit. 

With respect to the symptoms prodaced 
by taking large quantities of spirits into 
the stomach, they are, as Mr. Brodie 
observes, “ such as entirely arise from 
disturbance of the functions of the 
brain.” Mr. Bedingfield has published 
an excellent paper on this subject in 
Vol. 12, of the Edinburgh-Medical and 
Surgical Journal. This gentleman had 
extensive opportunities of observing the 
deleterious consequences resulting from 
drinking inordinate quantities of ram, 
amongst the sailors on the arrival of the 
fleets from the West Indies. 

He states, as the result of his expe- 
rience, “ that the degree of danger may 
be best estimated by the irritability of the 
iris ;” that if the iris preserves its power 
of contraction, the patient will generally 
recover, however overpowered his senses 
may be; but if it remain in a state of 
extreme dilatation, when a strong light is 
directed on it, only a feeble hope of re- 
covery can be entertained, Next to insen- 
sibility of the iris, the want of energy in 
the stomach iudicates the greatest danger. 

We have ourselves witnessed two cases 
in which death was produced from drink- 
ing ardent spirits. The patients were 
soldiers, stationed on the sea-coast, and 
a cask of spirits being washed ashore 
they partook so freely thereof, that they 
were reduced to the same condition, and 
precisely the same symptoms, as the poor 


WOUND OF THE NECK. 














sweep whose case we have related above: 
death ensued in the space of a few hours, 






















































































No opportunity was afforded us of ex. § ' 
mining the bodies. 
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ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 

~ans t 

INCISED WOUND OF THE NECK—oPERA- ; 
TION OF TYING THE RIGHT ComMoy tl 
ARTERY. ' 
Black, a middle-aged man, of § * 

dark complexion, was brought to the u 

Hospital about seven o'clock on Tuesday 
morning, (June 17), having inflicted as. be 
vere wound on the right side of the neck, rs 
in an attempt to commit suicide. The 

circumstances under which this event a 
took place are as follow :—He was foun — 2" 
by the watchman very early in the morn. 2 

ing, ringing violently at the door of a gen. : 
tleman in Lambeth, it was supposed on t 
his retarn from Vauxhall. He alarmed - . 
the family residing in the house very hi 
muct, and as he refused to give any a- w 
cou: of himself, the watchman was ar. os 
dered to take him in enstody. Seeing th 
that he was a man of respectable appear. ea 
ance, and imputing his conduct to in bas 
toxication, the watchman was contented ue 
with placing him inside the watch-howe, @ 
and did not put him in the cell or cage, fy; 
which is used for refractory or desperate Hj, 
culprits. He (Black) remained quiet for ra 
some time, until the twoor three Dogber- art 
ries, the occupants of the watch house, wh 
had fallen asleep; he then started up, and tid 
having seized the fire-shovel, made a des the 
perate blow at the man who sat nearet#y i, 
to him. The * sweet repose” of these 1 
watchfal guardians of the night, being we 
thus broken in upon, they thought propery a, 
to put their prisoner into close co pri 
ment, which was accomplished after me. 
desperate struggle. blo 
He had not been long there, when of | 
rushed to the bars, and shouted ont,“| v 
have done it,” his hands were covere ing 
with blood, and it was fast streami dila 
down the side of his neck. The 
He was of couse instantly rer liar 
from his place of confinement, and ing 
that the blood was flowing very tast fi mon 
a wound on the side of the neck, p prot 
was made over the part, until surgi gray 
assistance could be procured. A nei ever 
bouring surgeon having arrived, he int imp 
duced a piece of sponge into the wo sider 
and over this applied a compress and bagi yess 
dage. By this means the bleeding was Itw 
a great measure restrained, and in t wort 









state he was conveyed to the Hospital. 
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WOUND OF THE NECK. 


He was put to bed immediately, and 
was apparently faint from loss of blood. 
On removing the bandage and withdraw- 
ing the sponge, for the purpose of ex- 
amining the nature of the wound, there 
was a profuse gush of blood, evidently 
arterial. 

The dresser made constant pressure on 
the right common carotid artery, and in- 
troduced sponge into the wound, making 
pressure there also, and thus restrained 
the hemorrhage. In the mean while a 
messenger was dispatched for Mr. Tra- 
vers, the surgeon for the week ; that gen- 
tleman arrived about nine o'clock. 

Mr. Travers proceeded to examine the 
wound. It was on the right side of the 
neck, of about an inch in length, very 
deep, and having an oblique course, be- 
tween the ascending plate of the lower 
jaw, and anterior edge of the sterno cleido 
mastoidens mu<cle. It extended some- 
what below the level of the angle of the 
jaw, and its edges were rather uneven ; 
itwas supposed to have been inflicted 
with a pen kuife. Mr. Travers passed 
his finger into the wound nearly to the 
extent of two inches, and removed the 
cougula. The tremendous gush of blood 
that ensued, rendered it apparent that a 
vessel of considerable magnitude had been 
wounded. The lower portion of the pa- 
rotid gland was now observed to be 
wounded ; this ci cumstance, together 
with the direction of the wound, rendered 
it probable that the bleeding proceeded 
from the trunk of the external carotid 
artery, and that this vessel was wounded 
where entering the substance of the paro- 
tid giand, and previous to its division into 
the temporal aud internal maxillary arte- 
ries, 

The blood, although issning per saltum, 
was not thrown to any distance in a 
stream; we know of no more appro- 
priate and «adequate jhrase to express our 
meaning than by observing, that the 
bleod was “‘ pumped up” from the bottom 
of the wound. 

With a view of discovering and secur- 
ing the bleeding vessel. Mr. Travers 
dilated the wound in both directions, 
The great depth of the wound ; the pecu- 
liar sityation and connexion of the bieed- 
ing vessel, and the obscurity which was 
momentarily thrown over the parts by the 
profuse flow of blood, were all circum- 
stances caleulated to baffle, and they 
eventually rendered the proposed object 
impracticable. Mr. Travers spent a con- 
siderable time in attempts to secure the 
vessel; we suppose upwards of an hour. 
It was found, (and it is a circumstance 
worthy of remark), that pressure on the 
trunk of the right common carotid artery 


| 
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did not control the hemorrhage. On 
introducing the finger into the wound, 
carrying it deeply down, and making firm 
pressure against the side of the spine, the 
bleeding was restrained. The internal 
carotid artery could be distinguished pul- 
sating. The patient had by this time lost 
a large quantity of blood, although there 
was less exhaustion than might reasonably 
be expected. The only chance which now 
remained to save the poor man from dying 
of hemorrhage was to apply a ligature 
round the common carotid artery. 

Mr. Travers, therefore, determined on 
performing this operation. He continned 
the incision downwards from the lower 
part of the wound, between the sterno 
mastoideus and trachea, and by a careful 
process of dissection laid bare the artery 
and eventually applied a ligature round 
the vessel opposite to the lower part of 
the thyroid cartilage. The descendens 
noni was divided; the internal jogular 
vein somewhat interfered with the ope- 
ration, more especially during the act of 
inspiration, when it became distended, 
and, to a certain extent, covered the ar- 
tery. It was, however, caretully avoided; 
the nervus vagus was not seen turing the 
operation. The ligature was applied by 
means of the aveurismal needle, which 
was passed trom within outwards, 

The bleeding trom the wound was not 
immediately restrained by the applica- 
tion of the ligature to the artery, and 
hence apprehensions were felt for the 
success of the operation. And consider- 
ing the free anastomosis which exists be- 
tween the carotid arteries in the neck, it 
must be contes-ed that the danger ap- 
prehended was not altogether specuala- 
tive. The cessation of the bleeding, how- 
ever, set at rest all doubts and fears. 
The edges of the wound were now 
viought together, withtwo ligatures, and 
strips of adhesive plaster; the strictest 
directions were given to keep the patient 
quiet, and only to allow him to drink 
cold water. The pulse, about half an 
hour atter the operation, was 108, and 
small; countenance anxious, 

Evening. He has been tolerably quiet 
throughout the day ; there is a wild, ma- 
niacal expression in his countenance ; 
but it is, upon the whole, less anxious. 
His pu se has acquired more force ; he 
takes freely of cold water. There is no 
bieeding from the wound. 

28. Noon. Was quiet during the night, 
but did not sleep; pulse 100, and much 
increased in volume ; tongue moist; bow- 
els have not been moved since his admis- 
sion; ordered a dose of ca-tor oil; he 
continues to take frequently of coli 
water, 
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571 WOUND OF THE NECK. 


2¥. The patient dosed at ivtervals| 
throughout the night. He is quiet, and) 
answers some questions rationally, but 
still the countenance expresses a disor- 
dered state of mind. The bowels have} 
been freely opened by the castor oil; the 
motions were dark coloured and offen- 
sive ; the pulse is full, tongue moist, and) 
skin hot. He is almost constantly drink- 
ing cold water; there seems to be some | 
pain occasioned by deglutition. 

30. Notwithstanding the quiet and 
comparatively favourable state in which | 
we left the patient yesterday at noon, | 
we learn from the dresser, that in the | 
afternoon high excitement came on. The | 
face was flushed, and pulse quickened, | 
and delirium of the most furious kind | 
ensued. He suddenly sprang from his 
bed, and escaping from the nurses, ran | 
out of the ward, and being pursued, he | 
jumped from off the banisters into the| 
passage below, being a height of more | 
than 20 feet. It is truly astonishing that 
he sustained no injury, with the excep- 
tion of a slight bruise on the arm, al- 
thongh he alighted with his feet on the 
stone floor. He was taken back to his 
bed, and secured with a strait waistcoat. 
He was less furious during the night, but} 
this morning we find him labouring un- | 
der the highest possible state of mentai | 
excitement. He is constantly vociferating | 
the cry of murder, and is haunted by | 
imaginary spectres. The puise, duving | 
the fits of raving, is very rapid. He go 
one of his hands loose, and tore off the 
dressings from the wound; it has a 
sloughy appearance at the lower part, 
but discharges a healthy pus. The bowels 
have not been moved to-day, nor yester- 
day. Ordered a dose of castor oil. 

July 1. During the greater part of| 
yesterday he was quiet, and gave rational 
answers; his pulse in the afternoon had 
subsided to 70. In the evening, how- 
ever, we learn, that he again became 
delirions, and continned so throughout 
the night. When we visited him to-day 
at noon with Mr. Travers, the excitement 
had subsided, and he seemed almost ina 
state of collapse. Palse 72, and rather 
feeble ; he spoke faintly, but rationaily, 
expressing a desire for food. He has 
taken no other sustenance since his ad- 
mission than barley water; Mr. Travers 
directed him to have a few strawberries 
with milk and crambs of bread. The 
bowels not having been acted upon for 
two days, he was ordered to take a douse 
of castor oil. 

2. The placid state of yesterday soon 
gave way toa fit of violent raving, and he 
has been very delirious throughout the 





night, not obtaining the least repose. 


The countenance this morning is very 
anxious, with a wild hurried expression ; 
pulse 92, and full, and considerable heat 
of scalp. There is no preternatural 
throbbing in the left carotid artery ; the 
pulsation iv the right temporal and facial 
arteries is suppressed. The dressings 
again removed and fresh ones applied; 
the wound is granulating. Ten grains of 
the extract of henbane were given last 
night, but it produced no beneficial ef. 
fects. He refused to take the castor oil; 
a purgative enema was therefore adni- 
nistered, but it speedily returned. Mr, 
J. H. Green being at the Hospital, saw 
the patient to-day, and directed that he 
should be cupped on the temples, and 
eight ounces of blood abstracted. Cloths 
made wet with vinegar and water to be 
applied to the scalp. 

3. The patient is in a more tranguil 
state this morning, and he obtained some 
refreshing sleep in the night. The pulse 
is 70, and somewhat feeble, the teatures 
collapsed, the lips blanched, and he ap- 
pears exhausted. The towels were 
acted npon yesterday, and also this morn. 
ing ; the tongue is dry and brown in the 
cenire, moist at the edges. He was re. 
moved from his bed and washed this 
morning, but daring this process he be- 
came so faint, that the nurse exhibiteda 
small quantity of wine and water. 

5. He continves calm, and now is 
allowed a small quantity of wine (two 
ounces) daily; he partakes freely of ar- 
row root. The pulse ranges from 70 to 
89; he answers questions rationally, and 
his countenance is much improved. 

9. The improvement in the state of 
the patient has been progressive since 
our last report. He takes food freely, 
and sleeps tolerably well; his bowels are 
regniated by the occasional exhibition of 
castor oil, and he takes the following 
tonic draught three times a-day. 

Infusion of cascarilia, 10 drachms ; 

Tincture of bark, half a drachm ; 

Diluted sulphuric acid, 12 minims ; 

Syrup of orange peel, 1 drachm. Mix. 
The ligature was found to-day lying loose 
on the dressings, being the twelfth day 
siuce its application. 

15. We have visited the patient daily 
since the date of the last report; but 
nothing has occurred worthy of notice. 
The wound has nearly healed; the pa- 
tient’s mind is tranquil, although he is 
occasionally desponding. Mr. Travers 
ordered the foliowing dranght to be taken 
three times a-day. He has not taken the 
medicine last prescribed for several days. 

Decoction of bark, 10 drachms ; 

Diluted sulpnuric acid, 10 minims ; 

Tincture of bark, 1 drachm. Mix. 





und 
16th 
that 
that 
and 

a pa 
of a 
cam 
at p 
wors 
grea 
sleey 
dnee 


quiel 


g is very 
pression ; 
rable heat 
ternatural 
tery ; the 
and facial 
dressings 
| applied ; 
grains of 
given last 
e ficial ef. 
astor oil; 
ore admi- 
ned, Mr. 
pital, saw 
vl that he 
ples, and 
|. Cloths 
ter to be 


P tranguil 
ned some 
Phe pulse 
> features 
nd he ap- 
ols were 
his Morn. 
mm in the 
* Was re. 
hed this 
+ he be- 
hibiteda 
r. 


now is 
ine (two 
ly of ar- 
om 70 to 
ally, and 
state of 
ve since 
1 freely, 
wels are 
bition of 
ollowing 


ms ; 
L; 
ms; 
Mix. 
ng loose 
fth day 


nt daily 
rt; but 
notice. 
the pa- 
h he is 
Travers 
ye taken 
ken the 
al days. 


us 5 
IX. 


CHRONIC DYSENTERY. 


18. In every respect going on well; 
bealth and spirits fast returning, and he 
looks forward to leaving the Hospital 
shortly. He appears to be perfectly ra- 
tional, and says that his memory is not 
impaired. 

Mr. Tyrrell’s admission of cases into 
the Hospital on Jane 15, was as follows: 

Males—Cellular inflammation of the 
arm following injury ; contusion of the 
loins; stricture in the urethra; necrosis 
of right femur; caries of right femur ; 
hydrocele ; ulcer on the leg (2) ; hydro- 
cele; ivitis; disease of the knee; neu- 
ralgia of the leg. 

Females—Cachectic sores ; ulcer on the 
leg (2); ulcer on the ancle; chronic 
ligamentous affection of the tarsus ; chro- 
nic synovial inflammation of the knee 
joint. 





ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


CASE OF ACUTE. RHEUMATISM. 


We give the following case more for 
the purpose of showing Dr. Latham’s plan 
of treatment in this distressing malady, 
than for any unusual circumstance mani- 
fested during its progress, 

John Bowen, the subject of this com- 
plaint, is a sawver, in his 38th year. 
He was admitted into John’s Ward, 
under the care of Dr. Latham, on the 
16th of March. At this time he stated 
that his complaints had lasted a week ; 
that he was attacked with a severe cold, 
and that in a day or two he began to feel 
apain in both shoulders; in the course 
of another day his knees and ancles be- 
came painful and swollen. The pain he 
at present suffers is very severe, and 
worse towards night, so that his rest is 
greatly broken, and he passes almost 
sleeple-s nights. He is not greatly re 
duced. Bowels regular; pulse sharp and 
quick ; tongue moist, but coated with a 
abrown fur. Let him take the following 
powder immediately : 


Calomel, twelve grains ; 
Opium, one grain. Mix. 

17. Has had a tolerable night; the 
pains in the limbs being considerably 
better. The bowels are much purged, 
bat unaccompanied by tormina; the 
stools ave very dark, and contain some 
blood. Pulse 88, and sharp; tongue less 
brown, Let him take the following pow- 
der every six hours : 


Comp, ipecacuanha powder, ten grains. 
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| 18. Not so well; has passed a rest- 

less night; pains have returned; pulse 

100, and quick ; bowels open; tongue less 

loaded. 

Calomel and antimonial powder, of each 
two grains, to be taken every six hours. 


19. Bowels purged, with a good deal 
of pain and flatulency. Pains continue 
just the same; swelling of the joints 
searcely at all diminished. Discontinue 
the calome! and antimony. 
| Comp. ipecacuanha powder, 10 grains, to 
be taken at bed-time. 





20. Pains are much less; he has had 
some refreshing sleep during the night. 
No medicine. 

21. The pains have again returned 
Pulse 92, strong but compressible ; has 
passed two solid stools; tongue moist. 
Let him take 

Calomel, five grains ; 

Opium, one grain; immediately, and at 

bed time. 

22. Pains again better; he does not 
perspire; bowels griped, and the stools 
ota green colour; pulse 88. 

Sulphate of quinine, two grains every three 
hours, in the form of a pill. 


23. Better; has passed a comfortable 
night, and the pains in the limbs are gone. 
Bowels acted once ; pulse 84, soit. 

Continue the pills. 

24, 25, 26. Has only had a very slight 
return of the pain, and is, on the whole, 
much improved. 

April 1. Is rapidly gaining strength, 
and quite free from pain. 

14. He has been going on improving 
and has had little or no pain during this 
time, except on the Lith, when he com- 
plained of it a little. The quinine was 
ordered to be discontinned, and the fol- 
lowing medicine substitated in its stead: 

Ammoniated spirit of colchicum, half a 


drachm ; 
Camphor mixture, 1} ounce. 





He continued taking this medicine un- 
til the iSth, when he was discharged 
cured. 


CASE OF CHRONIC DYSENTERY. 


Naomi Dance, a female of rather spare 





habit, 53 years of age, was admitted into 


this Hospital on the 16th of February, 


labouring under an attack of chronic dy- 
sentery. 
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She stated, that for the last twelve 
months she has had a purging of blood 
and slime. That she occasionally suf- 
fers a good deal of pain, which again 
gradually subsides. Within the last three 
months her legs have become @dematous, 
and her whole body greatly emaciated. 
The purging, latterly, has not been so 
severe, and for the last three weeks she 
has not voided any blood. Pulse smail; 
tongue moist, and rather red; slight pain 
on pressure over the abdomen. Ordered 
to take the following pills every four 
hours: 

Quicksilver, with chatk ; 

Comp. ipecacuanha powder, of each two 

grains and a half. Mix. 
Mitk diet. 


2!. Since taking the pills she has felt 
herself better in every respect. She can 
bear any pressure to be made on the ab- 
domen without experiencing pain, and 
the legs have not swollen since she has 
kept her bed. Passes two or three stools 
every day. Continue the pills. 


26. Better; sleeps well at night, and 
is free from pain. 


March 1. Within the last twenty-four 
hours the purging has returned, in con. 
sequence of having left off the pills. 
Pulse 80, small; tongne moist. Repeat 
the pills, and let her take lime water three 
times a day. 

5. Is again improved; bowels less 
purged. Confinue as before. 


8. On visiting the patient to day, we 
find an eruption of a florid red colour has 
broken ont on the skin, accompanied with 
slight febrile symptoms ; bowels relaxed, 
and blood observable in the stools. Let 
the pills be discontinued, and to take the 
foliowing medicine every thiee hours for 
three successive times. 

James's powder, six grains ; 
Repeat the lime water. - 


10. The eruption and feverishness have 
now disappeared ; the purging continues ; 
pulse 84. Repeat the tormer pills. 


13, 14, 15. Bowels less purged, but 
blood still in the stools; pulse small and 
frequent; tongue clean, but rough, and 
red in the middle. Continue the medi- 
cines. 


From this time the bowels gradually 
became less purged, and blond ceased to 
he voided with the stools; ber appetite 
began to return; every thing went on 
favourably, and towards the latter end of 


OPERATIONS. 


OPERATIONS. 


Removal of asmall Fungoid Tumour from 
the alveolar process of the lower jaw. 


On Saturday (the 24th) Mr. Earle re- 
moved a small fungoid tumour from the 
alveolar process of the lower jaw. The 
tumour was situated on the left side, and 
in the cavity previously ocenpied by the 
third molar tooth, The parts bled freely, 
but the hemorrhage was stopped by com- 
presses and the application of a little sul- 
phuric acid. 


On the same day, Mr. Earle had a 
woman, who has been in the Hospital a 
long time under his care, taken to the 
Operating Theatre, for the purpose of re. 
moving a large portion of the right parie- 
tal bone, which had gone into a state of 
necrosis. The woman is one mass of 
disease, or to use a vulgar expression, 
“eaten up with the pox.” Mr. Vincent 
gave it as his opinion, that nothing ought 
to be done except just dividing the scalp 
and thus get the bone more freely ex- 
posed, as it appeared quite firm in every 
part. Mr. Earle, however, thought diffe- 
rently, and after freely dividing the scalp, 
he endeavoured, by means of a forceps, 
to detach the portion of bone, which he 
was unable to do. Several small cuta- 
neous arteries weie divided, which were 
taken up and secured by ligatures. 





A CHILD BIT BY A DOG SUPPOSED TO BR 


RABID. 


A little boy, about nine years oid, was 
brought to the Hospital a short time 
since, having just before been bit bya 
dog, which »prung at him as he was pass- 
ing its master’s shop. It appeared that 
the little fellow gave the dog no provoca- 
tion, nor in the least degree took any 
notice of the animal. As a precautionary 
measure, the parts were freely excised, 


No unfavourable symptoms have oc- 
curred, and the little patient has now lett 
the Hospital. 





April Naomi left the Hospital cured. 
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